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If you had your choice, who would 
you prefer to be these days? Let's 
consider the possibilities—even though 
you don’s have your choice. 

At one time it would have been 
easy to answer this question, be a 
millionaire, of course, or let’s say a 
non-Jewish millionaire, it is more com- 
fortable that way. But now this 
imaginary alternative won't do. What 
with fascism, socialism and the W. P. 
A. it’s too aggravating to be very rich 
and it may not be very safe in the 
long run. Be a fascist? First of 
all, as a Jew, which includes most 
readers of this magazine, that is out 
of the question. But even those who 
are blessed with “Aryan” descent will 
hardly choose fascism as a career. 
Imagine the nervous strain a fascist 
must be suffering when contemplating 
the possibility of a Nazi defeat. No, 
there is no peace and security up 
this alley. 

Well, why not try communism? 
Didn't Earl Browder declare that com- 
munism is twentieth century Amer- 
icanism? For one thing, that is too 
expensive and is also a great strain on 
one’s memory. One goes ahead and 
and with his meager savings acquires 
a rich library of pamphlets and books 
in praise of democracy, collective se- 
curity and similar edifying reading 
matter. Suddenly the party “line” 
changes and one must at once dispose 
of this non-Kosher printed matter so 
painstakingly gathered and begin all 
over again. Then, it takes a super- 
human memory to be a communist and 
not get the various slogans confused. 
Only a couple of weeks ‘ago, during 
the annual May Day demonstration, 
one of the faithful forgot himself and 
began shouting: “Up with democ- 
racy!” He was at once corrected, but 
was his face red. In addition there 
is the same worry besetting a com- 
munist lest Hitler win and Brittania— 
God forbid—continue to rule the 
waves. 

For a moment it seemed as if there 
is after all one fortunate composite 
type whose boots we should all like 
to fill. In brief outline this type could 
be described as follows: a fairly well- 
to-do American, owner of a secure 
business in coffins, of respectable ori- 
gin, physically healthy, not plagued 
by too ardent convictions of any kind 
and residing in Wichita, Kansas or 
its immediate vicinity. This seemed 
a Gibraltar unassailable by any storm 
from left or right, whose condition 
we could all justly envy. The Wichita, 
Kansas angle is very important. What 
could be safer than the geographical 
center of the mightiest country in the 
world? 
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And now even this dream is shat- 
tered. Only a few days ago Roosevelt 
pointed out that a Nazi victory might 
bring even Kansas within the radius 
of diving bombers. 

Is there any other choice? Say, be- 
come an Eskimo? Greenland belongs 
to Denmark and may be annexed by 
Germany. 

It is hopeless. We are all in it and 
there is no escape. 


Good News 





In our April issue, in this space, I 
expressed some solicitous concern for 
the whereabouts and welfare of Otto 
Kuusinen. (Of course you remember 
Otto Kuusinen, the beloved Premier 
of the Finnish People’s Democratic re- 
public. As you no doubt recollect he 
graciously signed a treaty with Stalin 





giving him whatever was asked and 
was then double-crossed by Stalin when 
the latter made peace with the “Man- 
nerheims’”’ thus leaving the Premier 
with a very abbreviated clientele.) 
Well, dear readers, I have good news 
for you. Kuusinen has shown up 
again. A lady comrade heretofore un- 
known to me was kind enough to send 
us a clipping from the Daly Worker 
of May 23 to the effect that Kuusinen 
delivered a speech while trying to get 
elected as sheriff or something—no, 
deputy to the council of nationalities 
of the supreme Soviet. The clipping 
did not mention when Otto was de- 
moted from the premiership or 
whether he kissed babies in the ef- 
fort to wean votes. But then these are 
only minor bourgeois trifles and we 
are all happy, anyway, to hear that 
Kuusinen has survived his Soviet 
premiership. S. K. 
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Editorials. of the Month 





-_ If Hitler Wins 


Jape THE NINE MONTHS SINCE THE OUT- 
break of the war we have spoken and written 
on current subjects with the basic assumption in 
our minds that Nazi Germany would be defeated, 
that Hitlerism would be eliminated as a political 
factor. We have done so not out of a self delud- 
ing refusal to admit the possibility of a Nazi vic- 
tory. Nor were we lulled into equanimity by that 
psychologically potent but actually meaningless ar- 
gument that since the Allies won in 1918, they are 
therefore bound to win again, an argument that is 
based solely on mental associations and not on log- 
ical reasoning. We assumed the defeat of Ger- 
many simply because a Nazi victory would make 
all planning for the future useless, and civilized ex- 
istence, as we who live in a democracy understand 
the word, impossible in a large part of the world if 
not in the entire world; because a Nazi victory, 
after exterminating large parts of the population 
in the conquered countries, would relegate the re- 
mainder to a condition of serfdom with but one 
function to perform—to work and produce for 
the dominant Teutonic “race.” 


If we now seek to draw the probable outlines of 
a world ruled by Nazi Germany we do so not out 
of a morbid desire to revel in despair nor because 
we think that a German victory is already assured. 
On the contrary, the titanic struggle has only be- 
gun and to that extent its outcome is still indefinite 
and therefore to a considerable extent dependent 
also upon the attitude and the measure of assist- 
ane that America can give to the Allies. The 
ease with which many people begin to prophecy an 
early doom is no more justified than the previous 
smug conviction that “France is not Poland” and 
hence not liable to defeat. It is precisely because 
the American people and government can still play 
a great role in determining the outcome of the 
struggle in Europe that we would do well to at- 
tempt at this time a consideration of some of the 
outstanding implications of a_ possible Nazi 
victory. 

It is a grim joke indeed that one of the fondest 
dreams of all progressive spirits—the ideal of a 
United States of Europe—may in a perverted way 
become a reality after a Hitler victory. We need 
but read carefully Hitler’s own statements to real- 
ize that his triumph would mean the end of inde- 
pendent countries on the European continent. 
This is true of states remaining neutral as well as 
of those participating in the war. The theories of 
racial superiority and of Lebensraum leave no 











doubt as to the ultimate fate of all countries in 
Europe. While those remaining neutral may be 
treated in a somewhat milder manner, not even 
Switzerland, which at present seems to be saved by 
Hitler as a possible refuge in case of defeat, would 
escape. 

But even a casual consideration of conditions in 
Poland and Czechoslovakia suffices to raise the 
veil from the nightmare which this united Europe 
would present. A nation of two hundred million 
Germans has long ago. been declared the aim of: 
Nazism. How this is to be attained is not difficult 
to foresee. Those who survive the destruction of 
war in the affected areas will be transplanted by 
force to remote corners of their countries and the 
occupied areas, directly annexed to the victorious 
Reich, will be colonized with the superior race en- 
joined by a relentless dictatorship to emulate and 
outdo the guinea pig. This policy is already in 
force in Poland, and to a good extent in Czechoslo- 
vakia. Let no one be fooled that France or 
Rumania or any other country would fare other- 
wise. The outskirts of Europe surrounding the 
Reich will be transformed into a number of lan- 
guage reservations administered from Berlin, com- 
pared to which the past fate of the Navajos or 
Cherokees will appear ideal indeed. 

What of the Jews? During the seven years of 
peace from 1932 till 1939 the Nazis have succeed- 
ed in reducing their number within Germany by 
two thirds. Of the magnitude of the calamity in 
Poland we have but an incomplete picture and 
even the partial reports add up to about three hun- 
dred thousand Jews exterminated within eight 
months. The full scope of the tragedy we will not 
know for a long time. But the outlines of the plan 
in this case too assume form: forced exile to a re- 
servation. In case of a Hitler victory we can ex- 
pect, on a much larger scale, a repetition and an ex- 
pansion of the Lublin reservation. The entire 
Jewish population of the affected areas will be 
jammed into cattle cars and dumped into some re- 
stricted reservation area to get along as best they 
can under the supervision of Nazi authorities. 
The exact number that perish on the trip alone is 
not known but the testimony of such a competent 
and trustworthy observer as Oswald Garrison Vil- 
lard should have sufficed to give some idea of the 
horrors of the procedure. 

History seems to be avenging itself on humanity 
for its shortcomings, for its past inability to out- 
grow completely the remnants of the jungle and to 
solve its problems in a civilized way. As punish- 
ment it now offers us a brutally perverted version 
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of what might have been if civilization had struck 
deeper roots within mankind. Instead of demo- 
cratic socialism we have Soviet dictatorship. In- 
stead of a united Europe wherein all peoples 
would live in peace and mutual respect we are con- 
fronted with the prospect of peoples crushed and 
united by the Nazi truncheon. Instead of a Jew- 
ish homeland, where after two thousand years of 
exile Jews could lead their own national life unper- 
secuted and free, we are shown the blueprint of a 
national prison camp. The sword of the Nazi 
conqueror would effectively and rapidly cut the 
knot of problems which had not been untangled 
by other means. 


America cannot escape the implications of the 
events in Europe. This does not mean that armed 
invasion is imminent. It would take a victorious 
Germany several years to digest its prey and pre- 
pare for a struggle with this country. But such a 
conflict is eventually unavoidable. Hitler had long 
since promised to take an interest in the internal 
affairs of this country and, in this respect, he is to 
be trusted. But even aside from his promise it is 
obvious that two such divergent social and poli- 
tical systems as the American democratic and Nazi 
totalitarian cannot live alongside in mutual amity. 
For those who cling to isolationism (or continent- 
alism) it would be well to consider what the com- 
ing years of “peace” with a victorious Germany 
would mean. The boost which all, at present 
small, fascist groups in the United States would re- 
ceive is almost inconceivable. Nothing succeeds 
like success is a very trite phrase but true neverthe- 
less. Add to this the immense sums which a 
dominant Germany and Italy could pour into their 
affliated organizations here and one gets an idea 
of the tremendous upsurge fascism would exper- 
ience in this country. In the effort to fight these 
fascist groups and prepare for the coming conflict, 
more rights would be curtailed, the social atmos- 
phere would be poisoned by suspicions and hatreds 
and that “sanity” and “democracy” which the 
proponents of isolationism seek to preserve would 
be destroyed as a very result of it. 

It is not a pretty picture to contemplate. Yet it 
is a logical and inescapable consequence of a Hit- 
ler victory. Fortunately the die has not yet been 
finally cast. The coming months will tell. But 
those who toy with illusions of American detach- 
ment from Europe and immunity to its fate would 
do well to consider the probable outcome of a 
Hitler victory. ‘ 


Candidates for the Fifth Column 


[7 IS HARDLY NECESSARY TO POINT OUT THAT 
such groups as the Bund, the Christian Front 
and similar Hitler-Father Coughlin-Pelley-inspir- 
ed collections are an active menace to the United 
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States. Their acts and propaganda are so clearly 
subversive that any discussion of their function, 
should the country be threatened by a fascist coup 
or Nazi invasion, is superfluous. One can merely 
hope that in such an eventuality the United States 
will be a little more prompt in arresting the local 
Mosleys than the British government has managed 
to be. As the melancholy experience of other dem- 
ocracies has shown, an ounce of prevention is 
worth more than a wagonload of cure. 

However, in addition to groups whose obvious 
pro-fascist character should make them the imme- 
diate object of legal investigation, we have ele- 
ments in the country whose purposes are more ob- 
scure, though the net result of their activities is no 
less injurious. No one will deny that there are 
many honest isolationists as well as a limited num- 
ber of convinced pacifists. Such individuals have 
the right to counsel the country according to their 
light. At the same time, it is plain that the “Keep 
America out of war” slogan is being used as a ral- 
lying cry for groups with quite other than “‘peace”’ 
axes to grind. 

First of all there are the communists. Their 
abandonment of the “war against fascism’’ is by 
now an old story. They pretend to an absolute 
neutrality towards the two clashing “imperial- 
isms.” Actually they are engaged in a white-wash- 
ing of Hitler which would do honor to Goebbels. 
The “neutral” distaste of the communists for both 
camps can be gauged from the New Masses editor- 
ial entitled “Invasion: F. D. R.’s Gigantic Hoax” 
(May 28, 1940). The integrity of this outcry 
against Roosevelt’s Defense Program may be 
judged by the lengths to which the New Masses 
editors are driven to justify Hitler: “The same 
day that Germany invaded Holland, Belgium and 
Luxemburg, England invaded Iceland.” One 
wonders merely that the New Masses scribes used 
as strong a word as “invade” to describe Nazi 
bombings. In other sections of the magazine, they 
use the more “neutral” term “‘advance”’ to describe 
the attacks of Hitler’s hordes. The climax of this 
intellectual and moral farce may be found in the 
same editorial: ““Who is Roosevelt to talk of Hit- 
ler’s dreams of empire—Roosevelt, whose hand 
has reached out 6,525 miles across the Pacific 
Ocean to the Dutch East Indies?” Such stuff is 
being dished out to the faithful at a time when 
Hitler’s pretty little day-dreams are making Eu- 
rope a smouldering ruin under the swastika! 

The result of this propaganda may be seen in 
the feverish isolationism of all communist-influen- 
ced groups. Not only are they cheerily shouting 
“The Yanks are not coming,” but such bodies as 
the American Youth Congress, whose devotion to 
“peace” has only become manifest since the Nazi- 
Soviet Pact, improve on the situation by clamor- 
ing: “Billions for jobs, not a cent for war.” That 
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is the Youth Congress reaction to the Administra- 
tion’s call for adequate defense funds in the pres- 
ent peril. And the United Student Peace Com- 
mittee is organizing a “‘peace chain” of post cards 
to be sent to the President in protest against ‘‘war- 
mongering.” Why groups, who would be the first 
to see the inside of a concentration camp should 
Nazism triumph in the world, are so eager to abet 
a Hitler victory, remains one of the major myster- 
ies of the human mind! A New Masses editorial 
assistant (May 28) prophecies that if the United 
States will bravely refuse all aid to the allies, “the 
liberating sword of socialism, as in the legend of 
King Arthur, will rise up from the bloody waters.” 
So far “the liberating sword” is being brandished 
by Hitler, and the Stalinite henchmen do not hesit- 
ate to expose America to its threats. 


Other groups of whom cognizance must be 
taken are those reactionaries, Democratic as well 
as Republican, whose hatred of Roosevelt and his 
New Deal policies causes them to sabotage any 
Roosevelt program. Old guard Republicans in 
particular, terrified by the spectre of a third term, 
are attempting to sabotage Roosevelt’s foreign 
policy for the sake of party politics. The cry of 
“hysteria” and “war-mongering”’ is being used to 
offset the powerful impression produced on the 
American mind by the course of events in Europe. 


Most dangerous of all are the ultra-respectable 
moulders of public opinion who would seem to be 
above suspicion. When Colonel Lindbergh uses 
the prestige of a famous name and distinguished 
connections for the presentation of what is in es- 
sence the typical pro-Nazi line, there is more cause 
for alarm than when Father. Coughlin indulges in 
his less subtle diatribes. In his recent radio ad- 
dress, which ostensibly dealt with American pre- 
paredness, the Nazi-decorated Colonel strove to 
lull the American people into the belief that our 
best defense was to cease from ‘‘meddling.” He 
assured us that we could dwell happily in our hemi- 
sphere no matter who emerged the victor, and he 
described the ‘‘meddlers”’ as a “small minority of 
the American people but they control much of the 
machinery of influence and propaganda.” Small 
wonder that Lindbergh was looking for a dwelling 
in Berlin! 


Obviously the opinion of an “expert” like Lind- 
bergh will not fail to influence numerous naive 
souls who lack the equipment to interpret events 
and the resolution to face their impact. Those 
whose unwillingness to meet facts causes them to 
sabotage an effective defense program, such as is 
advocated by Roosevelt, form for all practical 
purposes, the periphery of a fifth column. This is 
no time for opium, whether it be the opium of 
“dialectic,” or “isolationism.” 


5 
The New British Cabinet & "Dictatorship" 


Bein CHANGES INTRODUCED IN THE COMPOSI- 
tion of the British Cabinet to meet the emer- 
gency arising from the Blitzkreig on the western 
front deserve a good deal of commendation. It is 
one of the weaknesses of democracy that it oper- 
ates slowly, being subject to so many differing and 
often contradictory forces, whereas a dictatorship 
can act with lightning rapidity. But it is also 
democracy’s redeeming strength that mounting dis- 
satisfaction and protest of the people can effect a 
change in the government without resorting to 
bloody purges. In this case, it is true, action was 
delayed far too long. Chamberlain, who repre- 
sented a policy of appeasement of the Nazis and a 
conservative and slow moving pace in all matters 
of peace and war, should not have been allowed to 
remain at the helm of a government at war with 
the same enemy he sought to appease. But it is to 
the credit of the democratic system of government 
that it could effect such a far-reaching change in 
the midst of a war. This should suffice.to dis- 
prove the easy generalizations of some that the 
war discipline assumed by a democracy is tanta- 
mount to fascism. However, those who lightly 
declare that there is no difference between “the 
rival German and British imperialisms” have long 
since made up their minds to be open to convic- 
tion... if you are in agreement with them. 





The reshuffling of the British Cabinet was signi- 
ficant because the fall of Chamberlain and the ele- 
vation of Churchill to the Premiership marked a 
complete turn about from previous policies. 
Among the driftwood swept: out of power or office, 
we are particularly glad to note the departure of 
Malcolm MacDonald, hitherto Colonial Secretary. 
If Chamberlain sought ‘peace in our time”? in 
Munich, MacDonald sought “peace” in the Near 
East through appeasing the most reactionary ele- 
ments among the Arab world at the expense of 
Jewish achievements and aspirations in Palestine. 
Both policies were founded on equally shaky prem- 
ises; the first did not prevent war and strengthened 
Hitler, the MacDonald policy resulted in restric- 
tions on Jewish immigration to and land purchases 
in Palestine, a development against which even 
many Arabs protested. 


It is not to be expected that immediate changes 
regarding the status of Jews in Palestine will oc- 
cur. While the fate of all Europe is in the scales, 
little attention will be paid to legislative changes in 
Palestine or any other single territory. But it is 
well to know that the general policy of the new 
cabinet has departed from the previous willful and 
ruinous course. With representatives of labor in 
the cabinet there is further assurance that Jewish 
rights and needs in Palestine will receive a consid- 
erate hearing. 











One of the first actions of the Churchill cabinet 
was to introduce emergency measures which in ef- 
fect mobilize the entire industry and man power of 
England. This results in a good number of restric- 
tions on property as well as civil rights. Ready to 
use strong words whether they correspond to the 
situation or not, the daily press at once spoke of 
“dictatorship” in England, despite the fact that 
only a few days earlier the same papers reported 
the democratic and parliamentary manner in which 
the changes in the cabinet were introduced. In the 
meantime the “dictatorship” has been doing some 
very commendable things, among which the arrest 
of Sir Oswald Mosley, British fascist number one, 
is not the least. 


There are times when some liberties must be in- 
fringed upon. In periods of emergency the num- 
ber of rights curtailed necessarily increases. When 
there is a fire on the block, the fire department has 
to become dictatorial and stop all traffic. We ap- 
prove the “dictatorship” of the fire department 
even while we condemn that of the fire-bug dicta- 
tor. 

The British change in personnel has come late; 
we hope not too late. 


Colonial Peoples and the War 





N THE EVE OF THE WAR IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN 
expected that both England and France 
would have great difficulties in maintaining order 
in their colonies. Serious uprisings were antici- 
pated. But precisely on this front both empires 
are so far secure. Hitler, Mussolini and Japan 
have unwittingly created sympathy for the Allies 
in the colonies. This ts evident in the largest Brit- 
ish possession, India, which has the most mature 
nationalist movement. The outstanding leaders of 
the All Indian National Congress have not only ex- 
pressed their condemnation of the invasion of 
Holland and Belgium but also their hopes for an 
allied victory. Even Nehru, an Indian leader who 
has on numerous occasions voiced an uncompro- 
mising stand on the question of complete Indian 
freedom, declared on May 20 that he would now 
be opposed to a campaign of civil disobedience at 
a time when England fights for its life. It would 
be erroneous to assume that Nehru is concerned 
only with the chivalrous demands of the situation 
—not to attack a government which is already 
under fire. Nehru is a sober political leader and 
knows full well that the downfall of England 
would also mean a protracted setback to Indian 
hopes. 


Anti French propaganda in French Indo China 
has also met with meager success. Between 1914 
and 1918 several serious uprisings against French 
rule occurred. Patriots of that country sought to 
utilize the predicament of France to achieve poli- 
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tical independence. Today they remain loyal to 
France in their great majority. This is not due to 
a lack of national patriotism or to a decrease in 
French imperialism. But the Indo-Chinese of to- 
day are afraid of the prospect of a French defeat. 
Twenty five years ago there existed a strong pro- 
Japanese sentiment. The example of Japan, an 
Asiatic country that was victorious over a Euro- 
pean power (Russia), inspired the people of Indo 
China. For years they looked to Japan as their 
potential savior from European domination and 
exploitation. Those naive hopes are now shat- 
tered. The lesson of Chinese “liberation” at the 
hands of the Japanese was not lost in Indo China. 
Confronted with the choice between Japanese and 
German or western European rule, the colonies de- 
cided that their interests and eventual freedom 
have a better chance of being realized under Eng- 
lish or French rule. 


British Labor Party Supports Palestine 





ies ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE BRITISH 
Labor Party convened during the first days of 
the onslaught in the West. It worked under pres- 
sure and concentrated only on the most important 
problems at hand. One of the outstanding achieve- 
ments of the conference was its approval of the 
participation of labor in the Churchill cabinet. 
Earlier there had been wide differences of opinion 
on this score. But with the failure in Norway and 
the crashing advance of the Nazis in the Low 
Countries, some theoretical -differences lost their 
significance for the moment and a large majority 
of the representatives of British labor realized the 
need for immediate unity. Even such left wing 
exponents of British labor as Harold Laski have 
pointed out that the road to socialism can be 
cleared only if labor demonstrates its capacity to 
share in national responsibility. 


Despite the rush of urgent business it is note- 
worthy that the conference adopted by an over- 
whelming majority a resolution reafirming its tra- 
ditional support of the Jewish national home in 
Palestine. It reads in part: 


The first period after the outbreak of the war has again 
demonstrated the great tragedy of the Jewish people. The 
weakest of all nations because of its homelessness and 
minority status everywhere, the Jews were always an easy 
target for reactionary and fascist aggression. In the terri- 
tories of Nazi domination they have now become the vic- 
tims of the most brutal oppression in their long and tragic 
history. Thousands were killed, millions were uprooted 
and the basis of Jewish economic life had been destroyed. 
After the war the world will be confronted with a mass 
migration of Jews from eastern and central Europe the 
like of which has not been seen in history. 


The Conference declares that in order to eliminate the 
basic reason for Jewish suffering and to assure the existence 
and free development of the Jewish people, international 
assistance will have to be provided for the further growth 
of the Jewish national home in Palestine through im- 
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migration and colonization. The Jewish people should 
be permitted to utilize in the broadest manner the absorp- 
tive economic capacity of the country for new immigrants. 
Reaffirming its traditional support of the-rebuilding of the 
Jewish national home in Palestine, the conference stresses 
the special obligations of England under the Balfour 
declaration and the Mandate. The conference reaffirms its 
conviction that such a policy creates the basis for further 
increasing peaceful cooperation between the Jewish and 
Arab peoples in Palestine. 

This resolution was passed by a responsible 
leading party of England. Even while the dele- 
gates were voting for it, they knew that their rep- 
resentatives were members of the government, one 
of them assistant Colonial Secretary. In voting 
the resolution they assumed a serious obligation 
and responsibility. 

It is gratifying to know that the party of tomor- 
row in England (if there is a tomorrow for them 
or for us) considers our struggle for national re- 
habilitation as part of their struggle, as part of the 
indivisible conflict for the salvation of world civil- 
ization. 


Let's Have Sanity in Congress 





W: WILL BE PERFECTLY BLUNT; CONGRESS 
itself does not seem to be entirely free of ele- 
ments that try to exploit the present mood of the 
people for the purpose of sowing seeds of un- 
founded suspicion to foster their reactionary aims. 
How else explain the deluge of projected legisla- 
tion against aliens? There is a Bill to fingerprint 
and register all aliens. There’s an amendment to 
the LaFollette Civil Liberties Bill that would pro- 
hibit employers from hiring more than one alien 
for every ten citizens. In Georgia Governor 
Rivers attempts to revoke all business licenses of 
aliens still unnaturalized. It is projected to pro- 
hibit Communists and Nazis for obtaining em- 
ployment. 

Any attempt to arouse unfounded mistrust 
against one particular section of the population 
serves to divide the people, imposes unmerited 
hardships against innocent persons and detracts at- 
tention from the serious business at hand. What 
sense is there in branding aliens as such? Why is 
a law abiding, legally resident alien to be dis- 
criminated against while an American born or 
naturalized fascist citizen such as Pelley or Cough- 
lin remain free to peddle their poison? What is 
the point in preventing non-citizens from freely 
obtaining employment. What earthly use will be 
served by driving them to the relief rolls? What 
perverted logic would prevent members of a legal 
political party that is running a candidate for 
president from obtaining work? 

We hope the above mentioned Bills will not 
pass, or if passed, will be vetoed by the president. 
At any rate, Congress should maintain its sanity 
and look carefully into the background and mo- 
tives of the sponsors of this type of legislation. 
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The Presidential Campaign 





HE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE ZIONIST 
Socialist Party Poale Zion has adopted the 
following decision at its session on May 13: 


“The central committee considers the position of the 
Socialist Party on the war as erroneous and dangerous. 
The opposition of the S. P. to every assistance to the Allies 
on the part of the United States is a betrayal of Socialism. 
This attitude which pretends to be dictated by an interna- 
tionalist point of view implies, in reality, a weakening of 
the democratic countries which are engaged in a life and 
death struggle with Nazi Germany. We regret to state 
that the attitude of the S. P. is contrary to the interests 
and hopes of the oppressed and persecuted peoples, Jews, 
Czechs, Poles, Norwegians, Dutch, Belgians whose only 
hope rests on a defeat of Hitler and a victory of the Allies.” 

“The position of the Socialist Party on the war has, by 
the will of the S. P. itself, become the basic factor in its 
platform for the presidential campaign. The central com- 
mittee therefore decides that no branch of the Socialist 
Zionist movement should, directly or indirectly, aid the 
S. P. in its presidential campaign.” 


The attitude of the Socialist Zionist movement 
in the presidential campaign in general will be 
announced at the proper time in the future. 


Garment Workers in Convention 





T HE TWENTY FIFTH ANNIVERSARY CONVENTION 

of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers of 
America, held last month in New York City, dealt 
with a number of serious matters. There was the 
industrial problem of stabilization, the elimination 
of wage differences as a factor in trade competi- 
tion, the labor movement issue of peace between 
the C. I. O. ad the A .F. of L., the political move- 
ment to draft Roosevelt for a third term. It was 
not, however, those issues, important though they 
are, and the unanimous affirmative action on them, 
that made the convention an outstanding event in 
the labor movement. Those matters are being 
dealt with by the Amalgamated from day to day. 
There was never a doubt about the action of the 
convention which was an approbation of two years 
work of the organization. 


What was most inspiring at the convention was 
the Amalgamated itself, the complete unity and 
harmony within the organization. That has won 
the admiration of all progressive forces in the 
nation. 

In twenty five years the helpless sweatshop 
workers in the clothing industry have built up an 
organization of a quarter million members, which 
is one of the outstanding labor unions in America 
and in the world. The Convention last month 
was the culmination of that tremendous achieve- 
ment which was possible only in a land of freedom 
ard democracy. 

As we go to press, the International Ladies’ 
Garment Workers’ Union is opening its fortieth 
anniversary convention in New York City. Like 
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the men’s clothing workers, the ladies’ garment 
makers are former sweatshop toilers. With a 
quarter million members today the International 
ranks among the leading organizations in the 
world of labor. 

The forty year history of the International, a 
history of great and enduring achievements, is con- 
clusive proof of what labor can accomplish by 
united action. 

The International, one of the founders of the 
C. I. O., and, for that reason, expelled from the 
A. F. of L., has left the C. I. O. It is now inde- 
pendent and like the C. I. O. Amalgamated striv- 
ing for peace between the two union bodies. 

The International comes to its fortieth anniver- 
sary convention as a united and powerful body of 
workers. 


Economic Improvement in Palestine 





F. LIEZER KAPLAN, MEMBER OF THE JEWISH 

Agency, arrived in New York a few days ago 
and brought some welcome news of economic im- 
provement in Palestine. He reported that the 
crisis which set in immediately after the outbreak 
of the war and for a while assumed serious pro- 
portions, has now been ameliorated to a great ex- 
tent. The number of unemployed has by now been 
reduced to about ten thousand. Considering the 
large number of immigrants that entered the coun- 
try in the course of the past months, the reduction 
in the total number of unemployed is much greater 
than appears at first glance. In addition, a num- 
ber of partially employed have been provided with 
full time work. 


A serious economic problem still confronting 
the country are some categories of non-workers 
who have ben deprived of all income as a result of 
the war. These include persons who were depend- 
ent on their incomes from abroad in the form of 
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pensions or aid from relatives. The number of 
aged persons in this category is very high and it 
is dificult to effect a vocational redistribution in 
such a group. 

Military projects employ thousands at this time. 
Industry which was hard hit at first has recuper- 
ated and eighty percent of all industrial workers 
are employed full time. The country is well sup- 
plied with food and no immediate danger threatens 
from this direction. The eventual welfare of the 
community will depend on developments in the 
international scene. But the Jewish community in 
Palestine has again demonstrated the soundness of 
its economic foundations and its ability to over- 
come crises. 


The Jewish National Workers’ Alliance 





S WE GO TO PRESS THE JEWISH NATIONAL 
Workers’ Alliance is opening its fifteenth bi- 
ennial convention at Detroit, Mich. Founded 
thirty years ago, at a time when the Jewish labor 
scene was superficially internationalist and cosmo- 
politan and antagonistic to any national aspira- 
tions, the Alliance has traversed a long road of 
growth and development. Today it includes 
eighteen thousand members organized in 250 
branches in 100 communities. Less utilitarian 
than other fraternal bodies the Alliance placed the 
development and education of its members to 
active participation in national and labor activities 
in the center of its aims. As such it has played a 
much greater role in American Jewish life than its 
numerical strength would indicate. 


It is remarkable that only two years ago the 


Alliance counted no more than ten thousand mem- 
bers. The great increase in membership during so 
brief a period speaks not only for the vitality of 
this organization; it also arouses optimistic specu- 
lations concerning the future role of progressive 
fraternal bodies. 


A Jewish Economic Problem 


by Jacob Lestshinsky 


Increasing middle class competition raises an 
important economic problem for American Jewry. 





| S THERE a specific Jewish economic problem? 
Are not Jews an organically integrated part of 
the economic body ofthe United States ? 


Although everyone would answer in the afirma- 
tive to the second question, we have to offer an 
equally categorical affirmative reply to the first one 
as well. One need not go far afield to prove the 
existence of a specifically Jewish economic question. 
It is enough to point out that Jews are almost the 


only group among whom one hears of discrimina- 
tion, and abnormal social and professional compo- 
sition in order to conclude that, economically 
speaking, something is wrong with American 
Jewry. Nor was it the Zionists, who are suspect 
of seeing a Jewish problem wherever a general 
social ailment manifests itself, that were the first 
to call attention to the weakness. On the contrary, 
it was other elements, generally inattentive to spe- 
cific Jewish manifestations, that pointed out the ail- 
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ment. So much more reason to suspect that the 
malady is serious. 


It might have seemed that immigrants from 
dozens of different nationalities and states would 
rid themselves of their old heritages and begin a 
new and common historical chapter in the country 
of their adoption. It is true that all the immig- 
rants together lent a hand to the upbuilding of the 
United States. But it is equally undeniable that 
every immigrant group brought to these shores a 
great and influential socio-psychological heritage 
which to a great extent determined the present 
social and economic position of the respective 
groups. Jews brought with themselves a heritage 
older than that of the others and hence a more 
potent one. But the Jewish heritage is, by its very 
nature, one that bears the potential seeds of all 
those ailments whose collective name is “the 
Jewish question.” 

Jews assimilate easily and rapidly, but never 
completely. Other peoples too manifest a ten- 
dency to create ghettos, concentrate in separate 
quarters and crowd into a definite group of pre- 
ferred professions. But among no people does 
this tendency assume such broad scope or such an 
enduring and nationally binding character. The 
Jewish ghettos in the United States are more 
crowded and heavily ballasted with specific 
national content. They therefore last longer and 
exert a more powerful influence on the second and 
third generation than is the case among other im- 
migrant nationalities. When comparing the Jews 
with the central and northern European national- 
ities—groups with whom the Jews have much in 
common so far as professional and social composi- 
tion and cultural standards are concerned—it be- 
comes apparent that although American Jews have 
shown no disinclination to compete with the above 
mentioned groups for the higher social and econ- 
omic positions, they have not succeeded in attain- 
ing the desired goal. It is true that many individ- 
ual Jews, of the more recent Russian-Polish im- 
migration as well as those of the older German im- 
migration, have almost succeeded in hurdling the 
barrier into the dominant class. But in their over- 
whelming majority Jews were economically strand- 
ed midway. 

In the very midst of this process the depression 
occurred, became a permanent condition and hurl- 
ed all elements of the population a couple of steps 
down the economic ladder. The crisis of necessity 
affected more severely that segment of the Jewish 
population that was in the midst of a process of 
economic transition. The number of those who 
were already well advanced up the economic lad- 
der decreased. Further progress became even 
more difficult for those who did not succeed in be- 
coming firmly entrenched in economic positions 
they had but recently attained. The percentage of 
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enterprises among Jews that crashed was therefore 
considerably greater than the percentage of fail- 
ures among corresponding economic groups 
of the other elements of the population. While 
this may have partly been caused by the known 
tendency on the part of Jews to undertake greater 
risks and to engage in less firmly grounded enter- 
prises, it was mainly a result of the simple fact that 
the larger Jewish enterprises were of more recent 
origin and therefore less able to withstand the 
shock of the crisis. As a result we may today find 
among American Jews a considerable number of 
economic “had beens,” mostly older people whom 
it is dificult to readjust. But their children can be 
rehabilitated, especially after the lesson they had 
learned from their parents’ experience. 


However, the above discussed element consti- 
tutes only a small part of American Jewry. A 
much larger segment consists of people who were 
not goaded by high economic ambitions but, on the 
contrary, orientated themselves on the economic- 
ally less privileged national groups in the country. 
The many millions of Slavs, together with whom 
the Jews came to the United States, whose lang- 
uage and habits they knew, became a source of 
livelihood for a large part of American Jewry. In 
the Polish, Ukrainian, Czech and other quarters 
of the large cities, commerce is largely in Jewish 
hands. House to house peddling and selling on 
the instalment plan is also to a good extent engag- 
ed in by Jews. Frequently such sections of Amer- 
ican cities give one the impression that they had 
been bodily transferred from a Polish or Lithuan- 
ian city and placed on the American scene. The 
only difference is that the Polish laborer in Detroit 
earns more than his compatriot in Bialystok. The 
Jewish merchant in Detroit consequently also earns 
more. But the division of economic functions is 
the same and the mutual relations are frequently 
also very similar. 


The above mentioned section of American Jew- 
ry is numerically the largest and in many cities 
places its stamp on the countenance of the entire 
Jewish community. In the smaller towns the Jew- 
ish communities consist almost exclusively of such 
merchants and peddlers. And while even in the 
smallest communities in eastern Europe at least a 
third of the Jews was engaged in handicrafts, this 
element is almost altogether lacking in the United 
States. In contrast to the eastern European town 
the non-Jewish population in the American towns 
is larger and wealthier while the Jewish popula- 
tions is relatively smaller, hence also better off eco- 
nomically. A small and scattered Jewish commu- 
nity will always find a livelihood in trade. It is 
also true that not all trade in the American towns 
is in Jewish hands, as had been the case in Poland, 
for instance. But unlike Poland or Lithuania, 
nearly all Jews in the American towns are store- 
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keepers and traders. Eighty to ninety percent of 
the Jews in the small towns engage in trade. The 
remainder is in the liberal professions. The labor- 
ers and independent artisans can be counted on the 
fingers of one’s hands and are generally considered 
to be failures who had not attained a higher 
economic plane through their own fault. 

In the medium sized cities the proportion of 
traders is somewhat smaller and ranges between 
sixty and sixty five per cent, but the number engag- 
ing in the liberal professions is greater and reaches 
twelve to thirteen per cent. By their quantitative 
strength alone these two groups lend physiognomy 
to American Jewry. When we bear in mind that a 
storekeeper or a lawyer is more prominently dis- 
played to catch the public eye than a laborer, it is 
easy to understand why the surrounding non-Jew- 
ish population is convinced that all Jews engage 
either in trade or liberal professions. 

In the very large cities it is likewise true that the 
bulk of the Jewish population engages in com- 
merce. It is difficult to express this fact in terms 
of percentages since the data available is meagre. 
But even as in the smaller cities this section occu- 
pies a central place in Jewish life and gives the im- 
pression of being the Jewish people. There are 
tens of thousands of Jewish laborers and even 
more professionals in the large cities. The latter, 
however, must be considered a part of the middle 
class. The composition of the Jewish communities 
in the very large cities, which only two or three de- 
cades ago bore such a distinct proletarian stamp, is 
increasingly becoming more middle class. 

It is quite possible that this impression of the 
economic composition of Jews in large cities is 
often exaggerated due to the following factors. 
The native born Jews who are employed in indus- 
tries often referred to as “non-Jewish” are in a 
small minority and are therefore not noticeable. 
On the other hand, the number of Jews employed 
in the so-called “Jewish trades,” trades in which 
they were once in the majority, is constantly de- 
creasing. Many thousands of Jews still work in 
the needle trades but this mass of workers no long- 
er constitutes the heart of Jewish life as they did a 
brief quarter century ago, nor do they now appre- 
ciably affect the general impression created by the 
Jewish community. 

Jewish workers in America are not as segre- 
gated as they were in Europe, neither are they as 
isolated from the non-Jewish workers. This fact 
still further reduces their influence on Jewish com- 
munity life as a whole. Jewish commercial enter- 
prises, on the other hand, are concentrated in Jew- 
ish residential sections and lend the tone to its gen- 
eral appearance. Again it is necessary to stress 


that there are also Jewish stores in non-Jewish 
neighborhoods but hardly any non-Jewish mercan- 
Despite 


tile establishments in Jewish sections. 
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the existence of considerable numbers of workers 
the one time proletarian aspect of New York 
Jewry is gradually vanishing. 

The above observations lead to the following 
conclusion: if we include the professionals and 
white collar workers in the middle class, then this 
class constitutes the overwhelming majority of 
American Jewry. Even if we should classify the 
white collar workers among the proletariat, the 
wage earning element among Jews would still be 
only half as large as among the American popula- 
tion in general. Seventy percent of the economic- 
ally active population in the country are wage 
earners; among Jews this group constitutes only 
about forty percent. Furthermore, while seventy 
percent of all wage workers among non-Jews are 
engaged in physical work and only thirty percent in 
clerical office work, this proportion is reversed 
among Jews. Since Jewish white collars workers 
are mostly connected with mercantile rather than 
with industrial enterprises, it is not surprising that 
they are actually and psychologically closer to the 
middle class. A large part of them eventually 
leave the proletarian status altogether, the women 
after marriage and the men through setting up in 
some business independently. 

Let us briefly consider one process within the 
non-Jewish world which is of great and direct sig- 
nificance to the subject under discussion. We have 
already pointed out that the ascent up the social 
and economic ladder has suffered a severe set-back 
among the entire population. This results in an 
ever increasing number of people who remain 
within the middle class and the professional intel- 
ligentsia. In the coming years the number of can- 
didates for this class from the non-Jewish popula- 
tion will still further increase. The cultural level 
of the immigrants from backward countries is ris- 
ing and their children and grand-children seek 
higher education in ever growing numbers and 
provide a mounting contingent of competitors for 
professional and middle class positions. The rise 
of a professional class within any section of the 
population is always a harbinger of other middle 
and petty bourgeois elements to come to the fore. 
It is a symptom of cultural advance which is fol- 
lowed by social advance, if they succeed in becom- 
ing economically entrenched in their new vocations. 

The native middle class and professional ele- 
ment has good connections with the established 
population which stand it in good stead. The ris- 
ing middle class from the immigrant masses is 
closely related to the mass of workers in many in- 
dustries from which it arose. The competitive 
struggle within the middle class throughout the 
world is sharper than that within any other eco- 
nomic group. The reason for this is that the mid- 
dle class, and especially the professionals, suffer 
from a malady almost unknown among either the 
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very high or very low economic strata— the con- 
tradiction between ambition and opportunity. The 
top economic strata have unlimited opportunities; 
the lowest have limited ambitions. The middle 
class longs for more than it can attain. This ex- 
plains why in a country like Poland lawyers and 
doctors were even more anti-Semitic than workers 
or unemployed. The middle class and intelligentsia 
were the bearers of the most savage anti-Semitism 
in Austria, Germany, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, 
Rumania and Czarist Russia. This was the case 
despite the fact that in the above countries the non- 
Jewish middle class also came in contact with Jew- 
ish workers and even farmers. 

The conclusions are obvious. The middle class, 
to which such a great majority of Jews in this 
country belong, is and will become even more 


There Is One Event Unto 
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crowded through an influx from two sources— 
those elements in the population whose social and 
economic rise was retarded by the depression, and 
the growth of a corresponding group from among 
immigrant masses from backward countries and 
Negroes. This situation is not likely to arouse 
optimistic thoughts. Of course, it is not an un- 
breakable law that the competition between vari- 
ous middle class groups must assume the same 
forms in all countries, especially since conditions 
in America are so different from those in Europe. 
But those who wish to console themselves with the 
illusion that Jews would become unrecognizable 
and that it would be impossible to single out the 
Jew in the American melting pot, should be re- 
minded again that Jews assimilate easily and 
rapidly, but never entirely. 


All (Ecclesiastes 9:3) 





HE SCENE is a hamlet in Poland, with the 
Nazis in possession. The time is the recent 
past. 

Into the market-place steps a drummer, the 
modern version of the Angel of Death. Where- 
ever that drummer walks, the vultures hover. 

Six staccato drumtaps. Black figures begin to 
swarm in from all sides. Presently, there is a 
milling crowd. You cannot see the drummer any 
longer, but his voice is carried on the wind, and on 
the outskirts of the crowd you catch the rasp of its 
harsh notes. An order is being rapped out. It 
sounds like a death sentence. 

“This afternoon,” sometimes it is difficult to 
catch the words, “two inhabitants of this hamlet 
will be executed in the market place. All citizens 
are obliged to attend.” 

No names are given. This is the terror of ter- 
rors. Who? Who? Who? There is no chance 
of escape. 

The hours drag like years. It is midday. 
People begin to creep out of their houses. Jews 
murmur the confession of the dying. Christians 
cross themselves. 

The soldiers march out and line up in formation 
in the market square. This is a performance, and 
there is a full house. 

Utter silence. One can head the blood pound- 
ing against one’s temples. The suspense becomes 
unbearable. 

The shadows steal across the rooftops. It is 
late afternoon. The cobbles are turning to laven- 
der. Presently it will be dusk. 


Nothing has happened. Has the order been re- 
voked? Is it all but a sadistic joke? 


A long-drawn whistle, like the sound of a switch 
wielded in the wind. Everyone shrinks back. 


A small cluster of figures is seen moving toward 
the center of the square. A kind of procession. 
Two faces seem to be familar. Everyone cranes 
forward. Yes, it is Benjamin Siwosz, the Jewish 
shopkeeper, and Miczyslaw Szafran, his Christian 
competitor. The whole town knows Szafran. A 
rabid anti-Semite, one of the worst.- It was he 
that posted the pickets outside the Jewish stores. 
Both are handcuffed and in chains. 


Everyone begins to wonder. But wonder and 
astonishment are cut short. A shot rings out. 
There is a clanking of chains. Then the sound of 
a body falling. 


The crowd moves slowly homeward. Aching 
feet scrape along the cobbles. People exchange 
glances as they pass. Questions and answers are 
in their eyes. 


At a corner of the street, just before the bend 
and commanding a view of the square, there is a 
small wooden shack. In front of it stand two old 
men. They had witnessed the whole scene. 
Their voices come in whispers. They are talking 
Hebrew, exchanging Biblical verses, as is the wont 
of old men. 


“Mikreh ehad lakol,” says the one, ‘‘There is 
one event unto all.” 


“Hakol holech el makom echad,” replies his 
neighbor, “All go unto one place.” T.H.G. 
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The Position of the American Socialist Party 


by Norman Thomas 





N EVER WAS it more important than today for 

the Socialist Party in America to wage a vig- 
orous campaign. In that campaign, of course, we 
shall repulse no honest voters but we do not seek 
to build ourselves up as a “party of protest.” On 
the record, with all the failures to gain and keep 
strength which can be charged against us, we 
American Socialists have never been a party of 
protest. We have been a pioneering party; every 
single progressive principle ever embodied in the 
law by Republicans or by Democrats, especially 
under the leadership of President Roosevelt, was 
first of all advanced by Socialists in the list of what 
we used to call our immediate demands. It is be- 
cause of their adoption, especially by the New 
Deal, that the present situation in America is not 
more intolerable. 

Nevertheless, the nature of our present social 
crisis was not accurately predicted in earlier Social- 
ist platforms, and lies quite beyond the power of 
the familiar list of immediate demands to cure—in 
America or anywhere else in the world. The signs 
of dissolution of the old order are upon us. The 
day of private capitalism, and of an imperialism 
more or less consistent with a fairly high degree of 
democracy in the homeland, is done. The world 
cannot be saved without new loyalties and new 
social institutions based upon them. War itself 
springs from this decay of the social order, and in- 
sofar as this Second World War is different from, 
and worse than, the first, it is because of the fur- 
ther progress of that decay, and the substitution in 
many lands of a new tyranny of an ordered state 
capitalism for the older exploitations of private 
capitalism. ; 

If no particular brand of Marxism ever accur- 
ately foretold the present situation, nevertheless 
the Marxist prophecy of doom for the 19th cen- 
tury capitalism is being fulfilled before our eyes. 
The deepest tragedy of our times arises from the 
fact that in this hour of doom, Socialism or what 
passes for Socialism, is also on the defensive. 

The Social democrats in Germany, for reasons 
_ that are entirely understandable, missed their hour 
_ of opportunity. Exhausted by the long war, afraid 
| of a reactionary use of the Allied armies, attacked 

by the Communists on the Left, they contented 
themselves with the establishment of a liberal 
state, whose liberalism could not survive the conse- 
quences of the peace of Versailles and the terrible 
depression, which in Germany began in 1928. 

The failure of Communism was of an entirely 
different nature and in the end more catastrophic 
in its effect upon the workers of the world. It kept 


power but betrayed all that was best in Socialism. 
State capitalism is more nearly accurate as a des- 
cription of the Russian economic system than state 
Socialism. Russian totalitarianism is at least as 
complete as German, and day by day the distinc- 
tion between the totalitarian rule of Stalin and 
Hitler becomes less in theory and practice. 

For this situation honest Socialists are compel- 
led, not only to denounce Stalin’s undoubted un- 
deniable treason to the better tendencies in Com- 
munism; they are compelled also, with new critical 
insight, to explore Leninism and even Marxism 
itself. 


The result of these basic re-examinations of our 
principles does not discredit Socialism expressed in 
a federation of co-operative commonwealths, as 
the hope of mankind. Such Socialism will not be 
the automatic consequence of the abolition of pri- 
vate capitalism; it will be a creative achievement. 
It requires conscious devotion to democracy and 
attention to the perfection of democratic tech- 
niques of social control. 

Socialism in all its organized forms is today 
tragically on the defensive, but that is no reason 
for joining writers like Max Eastman—and appar- 
ently John Chamberlain—in rejecting the great 
Socialist tradition, and turning to a vague attempt 
“scientifically” to modify laissez faire and eco- 
nomics. 


The time for that is over and nothing proves it 
more conclusively than the dead point to which the 
New Deal in America has come. Roosevelt and 
his forces enter this campaign with no new pro- 
gram; they merely ask us to hang on to gains al- 
ready made; gains which are valuable in them- 
selves but still leave us with a standing army of 10 
million unemployed and 23 per cent of our people 
outside the going economic order. What has been 
done may be in other hands the preface to an 
American fascism, at least as surely as to a co-oper- 
ative commonwealth. That depends upon what 
we do next and on that subject the arch New 
Dealer, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, is strangely 
silent. 


In any event, the New Deal has by no means 
captured the Democratic Party which is still an un- 
holy federation of progressives, Southern Bour- 
bons and urban political machines. If Mr. Roose- 
velt should decide to take a third term nomination 
and should be re-elected—bringing into office with 
him a Democratic Congress, the probabilities are 
that that Congress will be more reactionary even 
than that under which we now suffer. 
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As for the Republicans, they have nothing to of- 
fer but the unsupported assertion that if ‘“confi- 
dence”’ is restored to private business enterprise, 
unemployment will be conquered and prosperity 
will return. Politically, even the Republicans will 
be afraid of the logic of a qualified return to lais- 
sez faire. They will talk nonsense about balancing 
the budget, reducing taxes, and yet giving the 
farmers and various classes of pension seekers 
larger, rather than smaller, benefits. They will 
not and cannot seriously check the forces of state 
intervention in a slowly dying economic order. 
Those forces are of world wide application under 
every form of government. 

Under these circumstances, it is unthinkable that 
Socialists should abandon the political field to 
either or both major political parties. Certainly 
they cannot from within those parties substantially 
affect the nature of their action. Nor is there this 
year a national labor party or farmer labor party 
in sight. John L. Lewis is sound in many of his 
criticisms of the Administration, but consciously or 
unconsciously he is playing the Communist political 
game. He cannot possibly wait until after the 
Democratic Convention and then unite the forces 
of discontented workers into a genuine and con- 
structive third party movement. At best he can 
have a party of protest and vengeance which may 
get on a ballot—if Lewis will pour enough of the 
miners’ money into the field—in a few states where 
it will be useful chiefly to hurt the Democrats. 

The Communists who still have money, organi- 
zation ‘and influence will not be idle. This year 
they will not give the kind of support to the Demo- 
crats which they gave in 1936; they may give such 
support to a hastily formed third party, but more 
probably they will have to campaign under their 
own banner. The nature of their campaign and 
their use of the word Socialism will serve to dis- 
credit the whole Socialist idea in the minds of those 
who love liberty. It will encourage Father Cough- 
lin’s dangerous semi-fascist propaganda. One of 
the reasons for our Socialist Party campaign is to 
prevent this abdication of true Socialism to the 
bastard Socialism of the Communists. It is a cam- 
paign which will be of significance even if the num- 
ber of votes we get is smaller than I expect. 
Under the American scheme of things there is no 
better time than a campaign for the political educa- 
tion of the American people. Our campaign is 
essential. 

The readers of this magazine are too well in- 
formed to have missed the significance both of 
Maynard Krueger’s keynote speech and our plat- 
form. We are thoroughly convinced that imme- 
diate Socialization along democratic lines is the 
only way to forestall an American fascism which 
will be enormously accelerated by the failure of 
plain old-fashioned reaction if it wins more power 
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in the election, to do anything but magnify the in- 
tolerable dilemma of poverty in the midst of poten- 
tial plenty. 

We shall insist in this campaign that in their full- 
est and richest sense Socialism and democracy are 
synonymous; that there cannot be an achievement 
of true Socialism without democracy; that collec- 
tivism under a totalitarian state is tyranny, not 
Socialism. We do not assert that democratic 
socialization requires public ownership of all pro- 
ductive enterprises. Indeed, in our platform we 
carefully classify the circumstances in which one 
form or another of public ownership is necessary. 
We shall concentrate on two great points: First, 
the necessity of social planning for new produc- 
tion; and the social control of investment, so that 
we can rapidly increase the total national income. 
Second, the necessity of measures to bring about 
the more equitable distribution of this steadily 
increasing income. 

This program requires that we make a great 
deal of use of a powerful state, but the state must 
be regarded as our servant, and not our master. 
Civil liberty must be steadily increased, not de- 
creased. Democratic socialization requires func- 
tional self government in socialized industry. It is 
consistent with a considerable degree of decentral- 
ization. Most emphatically, as recent writers like 
Dickinson in England and Lange and Heimann, 
now in this country, have pointed out, Socialism is 
consistent with the intelligent use of a machinery 
of cost accounting and pricing to permit consumers’ 
choice. 

But democratic Socialism is not consistent with 
the war system or armament economics. It is an 
idle dream to talk about Socialism in a world 
caught in war, except insofar as Socialism is a con- 
dition and a reward of peace. We American Soci- 
alists are very far from judging our brethren in 
Europe. We understand something of the tragic 
web of fate in which they are caught. We are 
bound to add that we think that European Social- 
ism by its sins of omission and commission has 
helped to weave that web; but certainly we in 
America have no superior virtue—only superior 
good fortune. That good fortune, however, we 
have a right to use in order to make a positive con- 
tribution to the achievement of real democracy 
and real Socialism. That positive contribution 
will be our greatest service to mankind. It is a 
contribution that cannot be made by American par- 
ticipation in war. 

It is at this point that my position is probably in 
the sharpest conflict with that taken by the editors 
of the JEwIsH FRONTIER. Therefore at the risk 
of destroying the proportion of my article, I shall 
devote what space I have left to the reasons why 
our government—remember, it is still a capitalist 
government—must stay out of Europe’s war. 
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There are enormous differences in guilt between 
the belligerents in Europe. I unreservedly con- 
demn the crimes of the dictators Hitler and Stalin. 
If this Government had the wisdom and power of 
God it should save China and the small nations of 
Europe. But this guilt of the dictators does not 
make the British Tory imperialism virtuous or ef- 
ficient. It does not make imperialist war the in- 
strument of righteousness. The triumph of the 
better rather than the worst type of imperialism 
will no more save Europe and the world now than 
in 1918. The democracy we shall lose if we go to 
war we shall not bestow on Europe. 

Today there are only two logical positions to 
take with regard to America’s relation to Europe's 
war. Either we should get in or we should stay 
out. Further steps short of war—that is further 
financial or economic aid to the Allies—will not be 
decisive. It will only add to our stake in the war 
and make more likely our entrance. Already we 
are subsidizing the Allies heavily, as well as Japan, 
by our stupid and dangerous gold purchase plan, 
and we permit them easy access to all materials of 
war. If England and France require more than 
that to save them, it will have to be an aid going 
far beyond economic assistance. 

Neither if we go into war can it be the kind of 
limited war on which it is now said the President is 
speculating. England and France will not want us 
in war at all unless they need all we have got in 
man and supplies. If Japan should be our enemy, 
instead of, or as well as Germany, the war would, 
of course, be naval in its beginning, but again it is 
absurd and dishonest to argue that the United 
States can regain the Philippines or a foothold in 
China without ultimately despatching great armies. 

Even so, it is not completely certain that Amer- 
ican participation in the war will enable the Allies 
to win any such victory as they won before. Our 
intervention would not speedily get this terrible 
agony over. It would certainly extend it in space 
and probably prolong it in time. There is scarcely 
a chance that we can go to war with Germany 
without, sooner or later, fighting Japan, or go to 
war with Japan without sooner or later fighting 
Germany. Indeed, our entrance into war might 
promote a temporary alliance of the militarists of 
Japan with Hitler and Stalin for the sake of divid- 
ing Asia and the East Indies between them. 

In any case it is by no means certain that a 
frontal attack on Germany would succeed with the 
aid of our navy and our man power, whereas it 
would fail without them. Neither is it certain that 
our intervention would, of itself, arrest those pro- 
cesses of internal decay of which already the 
French and British empires give ominous signs. 

The most probable result of our entry into war 
would be to make it a general world war in which 
a negotiated peace would be unthinkable short of a 
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dubiously complete victory, or, more likely, ex- 
haustion of all, peoples — an exhaustion which 
would breed internal violence and revolt in many 
lands, not just in Germany. Stalin, retrieving the 
prestige he lost in Finland, may yet emerge the 
only victor. 

In the meantime our boys would have fought 
and died on No Man’s Lands in distant continents. 
They would have given their lives for democracy 
by helping defend India for England, or Syria for 
France. The survivors, envying their brothers 
who had found peace in death, would return 
broken in body and spirit, to joblessness in a land 
embittered and bankrupt, caught in the shift out of 
war to peace time economy, a land where liberty 
had long since died before the propaganda, censor- 
ship and conscription necessary to the conduct of 
an unpopular totalitarian war. 


Suppose, for the sake of argument, that at terri- 
fic cost we do win power to dictate another peace 
at Versailles. Will it be better? Hardly. One 
totalitarian state will fall, but not the economic 
and political forces which make for totalitarianism 
as an alternative to chaos. The victors will be as 
implacable against the forces of tomorrow as at 
Versailles. Any dictated peace will be a bad peace. 
It will depend upon force, upon an American co- 
operation in coercing millions of resentful folks, 
thousands of miles from our home. The second 
world war will be followed by a third, before 
twenty or thirty years have passed. The prospect 
is unendurable. And all our wishful thinking to 
the contrary notwithstanding, it will not be chang- 
ed by any German revolution which British Tories, 
and French bourgeoisie and our capitalists will 
tolerate. 


Any dictated peace in Europe will be bad in 
itself and its repercussions on America. A Hitler 
dictated peace will of course be worse for us than 
an Allied dictated peace—but not enough worse to 
justify the incalculable cost of war. 


It is possible to be too pessimistic about the trag- 
edy of a Hitler dictated peace. No dictator, not 
even a dictatorship, is immortal. Hitler’s alliance 
on the one hand with Stalin, and on the other with 
Mussolini, would not probably hold over to peace 
time. Not every constructive force would be 
crushed by Nazi victory. The world might have 
to learn new ways of progress rather than the 
increasingly self frustrating method of nationalist 
war. 


If there is any health at all in our democracy, we 
would not set out to copy a European fascism 
which today we hate. It would be our own parti- 
cipation in war which would most likely bring upon 
us an American fascism. There is surely much 
hysteria about the argument that Hitler or his suc- 
cessor would immediately organize an exhausted 
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Europe, containing millions of men who hate him, 
for the successful invasion of a prosperous and ex- 
ceedingly well armed America across 3,000 miles 
of ocean. There is absolutely no precedent that 
would point to the success of such an enterprise. 

It is true that the totalitarian state might resort 
to intrigues in Latin America, but our best weapon 
against that intrigue will not be our participation 
in Europe’s war but our more successful cultiva- 
tion of genuine friendliness with our neighbors. 
It is the Pan American Congress, rather than our 
State Department which should speak quietly and 
sternly against any transfer of colonies in this 
hemisphere to non-American nations as a conse- 
quence of this war. 

In a mad world there is obviously some risk for 
the United States whichever we do, but we should 
be partakers of the madness if we should rush 
headlong into war now as a preventative of some 
possible war in the future. But America is not 
God so infinite in wisdom and power that she can 
set to right Europe and Asia, by the terrible 
method of totalitarian war. 

Therefore our position should be “the maxi- 
mum possible isolation from war, the maximum 
possible co-operation in peace and for peace.” 
We mortal and fallible men can do more out of 
war for mankind than in war. We can give more 
aid to war’s victims. We may with surer judgment 
sooner find the right time to mediate for a nego- 
tiated peace, which, while far from ideal will be 
preferable to the indefinite prolongation of war— 
a war which will destroy European civilization 
whoever wins. If the American government stays 
out of war, individuals in America can find increas- 
ing opportunities to aid those forces, many of 
them now underground, which are building for a 
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better future. Above all, if America stays out of 
war, we at least will have a chance to make our 
democracy work to solve our problems of unem- 
ployment and poverty, and, to increase, not de- 
crease, our liberty. Fascism and totalitarianism 
arose out of the failure of democracy to make a 
decent peace in Europe and to solve the economic 
problems of the countries of Europe. Let Amer- 
ican democracy succeed, and no dictatorship can 
forever keep that knowledge from the masses of 
the people—those masses who, alone, can save 
their own continents. America must stay out of 
war for her own sake and for mankind’s. 


It is in this spirit and for these reasons that the 
Socialist Party in this campaign will fight American 
entry into war. We shall demand by every means 
in our power, equally explicit statements and com- 
mitments from the old parties. We do not believe 
we shall get them but by insisting on them, we shall 
do much to save the people from war. This, be it 
observed, is the peace policy based on American 
interests which are far more compellable than our 
participation in war with the interests of the rest of 
the world. Inno sense is our policy dictated, as is 
the Communist, by devotion to the interest of Stal- 
in’s imperialism. To make that clear will be part 
of our Socialist contribution to American under- 
standing. 


But the great purpose which inspires a struggle 
of whose difficulties we are well aware is to hasten 
the time when workers with hand and brain will in- 
sist on the use of their own resources and the har- 
nessing of their own machinery to the production 
of abundance for all, not profit for the few; for 
the creative tasks of peace, not the insensate de- 
struction of war. 


America Is Bound to be Affected 


by Hayim Greenberg 


A reply to Norman Thomas 





E DO not intend to argue against the pro- 

gram of the Socialist Party of the United 
States insofar as it concerns itself with the inner 
problems of American life, with an attempt to 
create a broad movement for social and economic 
reconstruction on the basis of socialism and true 
democracy. We may differ with certain formula- 
tions of this part of the program; we may not be 
convinced of the possibility of a rapid development 
in this direction. But nothing separates us in prin- 
ciple from the demands adopted during the recent 
convention of the Socialist Party. Norman 
Thomas is aware that we do not share his attitude 
toward the present war and that we publish his 


article out of respect for the motives behind his 
opinions, even if the opinions themselves appear to 
us to be false and even misleading. 

No. opposition to pacifism as an abolute, uncom- 
promising idea is here involved. This type of 
pacifism endows its followers with the nucleus of a 
great religious truth that lies beyond the realm of 
ordinary, everyday political discussion. The de- 
ceased George Lansbury would have been cour- 
ageous enough to declare that even a Hitler vic- 
tory, which condemns all humanity to centuries of 
slavery, would be preferable to war. But Norman 
Thomas does not believe in the principle: “Let 
there be justice though the Heavens fall.” He 
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does not accept pacifism as an axiomatic ethical 
truth which needs no proof because of the self- 
evident nature of its verity. If it is permissible to 
employ the terminology of the present British war 
tribunals, I would say that Norman Thomas is a 
“political objector” rather than a “conscientious 
objector.” 


But it is precisely Thomas’ political objections 
to American participation in the present war that 
bear the unmistakable stamp of not having been 
thought through to the conclusion and of wishful 
thinking. We can “understand” the attitude of 
some communists who clamor in this country and 
everywhere else that they are absolutely neutral, 
basing their arguments on the wisdom of Baron 
von Munchausen. The aforementioned Baron 
once walked through a forest and saw two lions, 
one black and the other white, fighting. The 
Baron became an isolationist for a few hours; 
when he returned, the battle was over; the two 
lions devoured each other and only their tails re- 
mained. From these abbreviated remnants the 
self appointed heir of the two militarist lions made 
himself a coat. According to the communist way 
of thinking, the capitalist states will devour their 
fascist opponents, and vice versa. From the smok- 
ing ruins of the two, world revolution will make it- 
self a coat of many colors. Norman Thomas does 
not share this “hope.’’ Although he is certain 
that the present war will weaken the contenders, 
he nevertheless forsees that both sides will survive 
the conflict, but one of them will emerge victor- 
ious. He visualizes the possibility of a Nazi 
victory, but even this perspective does not move 
him to support American participation in the war. 

Norman Thomas’ basic error consists in think- 
ing of the war of 1940 in terms of 1914. For him 
the present conflict is but the second act of the im- 
perialist drama that came on the stage in 1914. 
At that time no Socialist and internationalist 
should have been concerned which side emerges 
victorious. It was a calamity for humanity that 
many socialists of that time were befogged with re- 
actionary patriotism. The fate of the world would 
not have ben greatly altered had the first world 
war ended with a German victory. But there are 
no grounds to consider the present war as imper- 
ialistic in the same sense and in the same degree 
as in 1914. It is true that the allies conduct 
the war also to preserve their empires and that 
Nazi Germany hopes to inherit the possessions of 
England and France as well as of Holland, Bel- 
gium and probably Portugal. It would therefore 
be untrue to deny the imperialist elements that are 
also present in this war. But Norman Thomas re- 
fuses to see the other aspects of the tragic conflict 
that began in September 1939 in Europe and 
threatens to spread to other continents. France 
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and England are not only confronted with the.pos- 
sibility of losing their overseas colonies and ‘eco- 
nomic privileges. The danger that hovers over 
them is of a different nature and also of a much 
greater scope: in case of a Hitler victory France 
and England themselves would be transformed 
into colonies, controlled and oppressed vassal 
states or protectorates of the new Nazi empire. 
The same holds true for Belgium, Holland, the 
Scandinavian countries and in an equal degree for 
Europe as a whole. The English or French sol- 
dier who fights on the battlefield today sheds his 
blood not so much for the sake of ruling over 
India or Madagascar as for the independence of 
the British Isles themselves, for the existence of 
France, the French people and its civilization. 
Norman Thomas commits an unforgivable wrong 
when he declares his opposition to having “our 
boys” fight to save “India for England or Syria 
for France.” He apparently refuses to see the 
specific nature of the dynamics of Hitler’s aggres- 
sion and of Nazi imperialism in general. In case 
of a Nazi victory, all of Europe may expect the 
status of Czechoslovakia; this status is the model 
of Nazi treatment of vanquished or terrorized 
lands. Norman Thomas will hardly deny that the 
position of any colony of England or France is 
ideal in comparison with the conditions introduced 
by the Nazis in Czechoslovakia and Poland, yet he 
refuses to grasp that a victorious Nazi Germany 
would not be satisfied with seizing parts of the con- 
quered empires and that Hitler’s main aim is the 
destruction of all independence in the internal 
government of the vanquished and the imposition 
of his own forms of social and economic adminis- 
tration. Were Norman Thomas to bear in mind 
that a Hitler victory would mean the extension of 
the most brutal imperialist rule in history not only 
over colonial countries but also over states that 
were heretofore empires (in addition to the en- 
trenchment of his rule over tens of millions of 
Germans whom he has already transformed into 
colonial serfs in their own homeland), he would 
hardly have permitted himself to state that: “A 
Hitler dictated peace will of course be worse than 
an Allied dictated peace—but not enough worse to 
justify the incalculable cost of war.” He would 
then have stated that the yardstick for measuring 
the “cost” of participation in this war does not yet 
exist, if through such participation it may be pos- 
sible to avoid slavery for no one knows how many 
generations. 

Naturally, one who had been lucky enough to be 
born in this country, or to immigrate here betimes, 
still has the opportunity to cling to parochial 
nationalism and feel that he is under no obligation 
to put out fires in far away lands and that the con- 
flagration might never reach his own shores. 
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(Among Jews an anecdote is related concerning a 
woman who, on the Day of Atonement, addressed 
God with the following ultimatum: Dear God, 
either you grant me a prosperous year or I will go 
and spend the year with my aunt in the country.) 
It is truly painful to hear even Norman Thomas 
voice what, considering our times, is but provincial 
American patriotism. A Socialist and an inter- 
nationalist cannot cling to truths that are valid for 
his own country but useless for other lands. In the 
present moment of unparalleled world tragedy 
Norman Thomas should know what to say not 
only to American Socialists but also to British, 
French, Scandinavian and Dutch Socialists. But 
in his article we find no hint of advice to them. 
What should they do? Should they sabotage the 
war and demand an immediate cessation of hostil- 
ities? (Today that would amount to uncondition- 
al surrender to Hitler.) Or should they remain 
loyal to their governments and with the determina- 
tion born of despair seek victory over the Nazi 
armies and thus undermine the Nazi regime within 
Germany? There are no other alternatives. And 
as long as Norman Thomas has not the courage to 
tell the European Socialists that it is their duty to 
capitulate, he must advise and encourage them to 
conduct the war as effectively as possible. But if 
he should do so, what right would he have to de- 
mand of American Socialists not to interfere in the 
war? 


Can Americans feel sure that after the destruc- 
tion of Europe the Nazi plague will not reach our 
shores? Do not purely American interests require 
that the democratic sector of Europe should not 
be annihilated? It is hardly necessary to repeat 
the by now banal truth that the ocean separating us 
from Europe is no longer the effective barrier it 
had been in the past. Despite this we do not be- 
lieve that America would be in immediate danger 
of a Nazi invasion even after a Hitler victory. 
Many indications point to Soviet Russia as the 
next victim of Nazism, should Geramny triumph 
in the present war. Hitler is even now organizing 
a pro-Nazi Ukrainian nationalist movement in 
Rumanian held Bukowina-that is to serve as a van- 
guard for the future attack on the rich Ukraine. 
A victorious Germany would also need several 
years to assimilate and consolidate its gains and to 
eliminate Russia as an effective factor in European 
politics. But does Norman Thomas believe that 
even without a direct Nazi invasion it would be 
possible to enact those radical social reforms men- 
tioned in the Socialist platform? Is it possible to 
visualize such a cultural and political autarchy in 
the United States during a period when all of Eur- 
ope will be Nazi dominated, Asia and Africa will 
groan under a German-Italian-Japanese co-domin- 
ion and the Latin American countries, for well 
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known economic reasons as well as because of cer- 
tain “cultural affinities,” will gravitate to the Fas- 
cist sector of the world? Short of divine interces- 
sion (which Norman Thomas does not invoke) it 
will be impossible for the United States to remain 
such an ideological Noah’s Ark on the tides of a 
Nazi deluge. 

We have purposely refrained so far from touch- 
ing on the Jewish problem. We are not offended 
that, writing for a Jewish publication, Thomas has 
not touched upon the fate of Jews—at least those 
in Europe—in case of a Nazi victory. If a war 
that will decide the fate of three continents with 
three quarters of the world population is not his 
war, it would be unjust to complain that no special 
attention had been vouchsafed to the millions of 
Jews faced with physical extermination. Indirect- 
ly, Norman Thomas does offer some consolation. 
Hitler’s alliance with Mussolini and Stalin, he de- 
clares, cannot last long; the gangsters will eventu- 
ally fall out and the honest citizens will know what 
to do. We feel it is an error to consider Stalin a 
permanent member of the gang. We have already 
pointed out that Russia is a potential victim of 
Nazi aggression. Germany’s natural partners ap- 
pear to be Italy and Japan and these can maintain 
their partnership for a very long time and avoid 
quarrels for the sake of their mutual interests. 
Even gangsters possess a moral code for their 
“closed shop.” We in America know well that 
some gangs can last for a long time. 


These lines are being written during a critical 
moment for the western democracies. It is pos- 
sible that our differences of opinion no longer have 
that significance we think they have. Who knows, 
the war may already be lost. We also are not sure 
whether America could determine the outcome, 
should the war last a long time, nor even whether 
the Allies may not manifest sufficient strength to 
eliminate the necessity of American intervention. 
Even at this moment we therefore refrain from 
demanding immediate American entry into the 
war. It may be either too late or too soon. It is 
also possible that the democracies prefer to have 
the United States remain neutral, technically at 
least. In this question there are many factors, 
political and strategic, which we are not qualified 
to discuss. What we are anxious to point out 
above all is the mental approach to the entire 
problem. We wish that Norman Thomas, and 
those who are in agreement with him, should begin 
to realize that this war—both from the standpoint 
of actual interests and also when viewed as a prob- 
lem of conscience—is our war; that on the battle- 
fields of Europe will be determined the fate of the 
world for the coming years, including the fate of 
American democracy and the hopes for a socialist 
reconstruction which are so vitally bound up with 
the existence of American democratic institutions. 
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Rehovot — Fifty Years Old 


Case history of a Jewish village in Palestine. 





by Ben Halpern 


J EWS WHO are aware of Jewish anniversaries 

are accustomed to celebrate the 700th anniver- 
sary of one great national figure, or the 900th an- 
niversary of another. Nobody feels overburdened 
with antiquity on these occasions. Last Passover 
must have been about the four-thousandth recur- 
rence of that holiday, but we were not afflicted 
with the special attitude reserved for the exhibi- 
tion of ancient museum pieces. 

But the fiftieth anniversary of Rehovot will 
come as a shock and a surprise even to most well- 
informed American Zionists. We have become so 
used to being charter members of new organiza- 
tions which for the first time brought modern 
medical care, science, technology, industry, or ad- 
vanced agricultural methods to Palestine, that we 
will find it hard to believe that all this has been go- 
ing on for well over fifty years. 

Today Rehovot is a “‘village’’ with a population 
of about 10,000, within its arbitrarily set limits, 
and of thousands more who live clustered around 
it. Its budget of over $100,000 this year provides, 
among other things, for the education of 1,600 
school children and employs 70 teachers. Over a 
million boxes of citrus fruit were exported last 
year from Rehovot. The village houses two labor- 
atories and research stations, the beginnings of an 
agricultural college, and the Palestinian menage of 
Dr. Weizmann, President of the World Zionist 
Organization. 

Despite 5 miles of sidewalks and paved high- 
ways, Rehovot still looks like the rapidly growing 
frontier village it is. Its real growth began after 
the last war, and was continuing at a vigorous 
tempo when the present one began. The neigh- 
boring Arabs of the village of Zarnuga were 
among the wealthiest and most advanced peasants 
of the Near East, profiting by the capital and 
example furnished by Rehovot. The future must 
determine whether Rehovot, which lies near the 
southern end of the free zone within which the 
latest English regulations permit unhampered land 
transfer, will mark the boundary between a thriv- 
ing Jewish enclave in Palestine and a retarded 
“protected” sector, or whether the unnatural bar- 
riers of the White Paper will fall away under the 
combined pressure of public conscience and eco- 
nomic realities. 


The Early Days: 1890 — 1905 


When Rehovot was founded on Purim of the 
year 1890, there was already a decade of experi- 





ence in Jewish agricultural settlement. The pion- 
eers of that period had encountered serious diffic- 
ulties and finally had to be rescued from an impos- 
sible situation by philanthropic sponsors. By 1890 
all the Jewish farm settlements in Palestine de- 
pended on financial aid, extended either by Baron 
de Rothschild or by the Hovevei Zion organiza- 
tion in Russia. In the “Baron’s settlements”’ prac- 
tically all responsibility and initiative was with- 
drawn from the settlers and vested in paid admin- 
istrators, who ruled the “colonies’”’ with an iron 
hand. 


It was Ahad Haam in his reports from Pales- 
tine who voiced the strongest protest against these 
conditions in the pioneer settlements which had 
been founded in order to rejuvenate that ancient 
land and to prepare a home for the Jewish people. 
Even before he visited Palestine, Ahad Haam had 
objected to planless settlement in Palestine, and 
had demanded that, in order to ensure the success 
of eventual colonization, a strong organization of 
devoted Jews with a clear national objective 
should first be formed. After visiting Palestine, 
Ahad Haam, who was a shrewd business man him- 
self, found that even from the economic and ad- 
ministrative viewpoint things were out of joint in 
the new settlements. In addition to dependence 
on financial aid donated by “the Baron” or the 
Hovevei Zion, the colonies were based on a highly 
speculative one-crop system instead of a diversified 
farming plan aimed at a high degree of sel f-suffic- 
iency. Their Hebrew character was only weakly 
maintained. And finally, in the case of “the Bar- 
on’s colonies,” the settlers had resigned all respon- 
sibility and control to paid supervisors, and had 
abandoned any effort to accomplish national aims. 

The settlers of Rehovot were deeply influenced 
by Ahad Haam. Many of the most influential 
were members of the Warsaw branch of the fra- 
ternal organization, Bnai Moshe, founded in 1889 
to inculcate and practice the principles taught by 
him. One finds, therefore, that the aims of the 
Rehovot settlers reflected Ahad Haam’s criticism 
of the earlier settlements. 

According to Moshe Smilansky, who saw the 
beginnings of Rehovot as a boy, the founders plan- 
ned to reclaim the wastelands of Palestine, to en- 
gage in agriculture, to revive the Hebrew langu- 
age and create a unified culture. But they were 
determined also to build only with their own re- 
sources, not to accept outside financial help, and to 
be a self-governing community. They aimed, in 
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addition, says Smilansky, to build a large settle- 
ment, and to employ Jewish labor, while maintain- 
ing friendly relations with the Arabs. 

This program was rather closely followed. Re- 
hovot was the first settlement to be built on a div- 
ersified agricultural program. The plan called for 
each settler to have about 15 acres of vineyards 
for a cash crop, 12% acres for grains and 2% 
acres of barnyard. It was the first self-governing 
settlement and remained a model in this respect. 
Rehovot was proud of its independence; so much 
so that it was only after strong resistance that, fail- 
ing in their efforts to produce wine and market it 
themselves, the settlers finally sent their grapes to 
the Baron’s wine-cellars in Rishon LeZion. 

Rehovot was one of the strongholds of the mod- 
ern Hebrew spirit in Palestine. After a lively 
struggle the curriculum of the village school was 
broadened from that of the traditional “‘heder’’ to 
include the ‘“‘new’’ subjects then advocated. The 
Rehovot school reared a generation of “young- 
sters,” of whom Smilansky is a notable example, 
who did not abandon the villages where they were 
brought up, as was too often the case in the stag- 
nant older villages, but remained in them, and 
made a strong fight for the right to participate in 
the management of their affairs. 

Compared to the older villages of this period, 
Rehovot was also the Mecca of the Jewish farm 
laborer. In the first days of its history, the use of 
Jewish labor was not only recommended by the 
principles of the group, but was also the only way 
the settlers could have built their homes. Turkish 
law did not permit new houses to be erected by the 
Jews, but once the roof was up a house could not 
be destroyed. A watch was therefore kept in Re- 
hovot to warn of the approach of Turkish author- 
ities, while construction went on at night in the in- 
tervals between their visits. The employment of 
Jewish workers was a matter of necessity under 
the circumstances. 

During the early history of Rehovot the settlers 
showed a lively interest in helping their Jewish 
workers. A workers’ kitchen was set up to dis- 
pense meals to them. The shifting stream of im- 
migrants, which rose and fell with the fortunes of 
the grape industry, found in Rehovot its center of 
attraction. But by 1905 the uncertainties of em- 
ployment in viniculture in Palestine had left very 
few farm laborers, even in Rehovot; and those 
who remained were chiefly interested in saving the 
wherewithal to buy themselves homesteads and be 
promoted out of the workers’ class. 


The Second Aligah and the Yemenites 


The real history of Jewish labor began in Reho- 
vot, as it did in all Palestine, with the Second Aliya 
—the product on the one hand of the repression 
and discouragement which followed the failure of 
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the 1905 Revolution in Russia, and, on the other 
hand, the culmination of the inner development of 
the Zionist movement and its theories. Out of a 
world which seemed to have crashed in chaos the 
Second Aliyah came to Palestine to rebuild a new 
Jewish world on the basis of a healthy peasant- 
worker class. 

In Rehovot the new immigrants found an atmos- 
phere most nearly congenial to their own youthful 
idealism. In the other “colonies” they were met 
with a cynical hostility, half patronizing, half con- 
temptuous, born of the depression and disillusion- 
ment into which the pioneer settlers had fallen. 
In Rehovot, where a measure of success, in terms 
of the settlers’ original aims, had been won, the 
Jewish workers were given a more friendly recep- 
tion. It was the younger generation in Rehovot, 
especially, which smoothed the path of Jewish 
labor. 

Soon this settlement became the center of the 
Second Aliyah. A. D. Gordon and Joseph Aron- 
ovich came to work in Rehovot. They and their 
comrades began to publish the magazine Hapoel 
Hatzair there and to preach the “conquest of 
labor” by Jews: the creation of a Jewish peasant 
and laboring class, so that the “Jewish colonies” 
should no longer be the homes of a thin layer of 
Jewish planters and a thick mass of ill-paid Arab 
villagers. 


Despite the enthusiasm of the workers and the 
relative good-will of the Rehovot settlers, Jewish 
labor found it impossible to live on the meager 
wages for which Arab workers could be hired. 
The demand for a living wage, higher than the 
Arabs received, raised the present-day problem of 
Jewish labor in Palestine, and confirmed the plant- 
ers in their hostility to Jewish workers. In the 
end the Jewish worker in Palestine immediately 
before the war was almost as depressed and dis- 
couraged as the planters had been in 1905. 

Nevertheless, the method of creating a Jewish 
peasant-worker class was discovered in those early 
years: namely, the establishment of independent 
workers’ settlements. Among the advantages pos- 
sessed by the Arabs which made it possible for 
them to accept such low wages from the Rehovot 
farmers was the fact that they were stably settled 
in villages near the plantations which employed 
them. When there was no work they could retire 
to their homes and put in their time tending their 
own garden patches. The Jewish workers, how- 
ever, had neither homes nor gardens to retire to. 
Plans were developed to provide housing and 
farm plots for Jewish labor to aid them in the 
intervals between employment. The main current 
of Jewish labor, however, had already turned its 
back on hired employment and was beginning to 
experiment with independent, workers’ farm:com- 
munities, where there was no employer or em- 
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ployee, but management and labor were one and 
the same group. This development led Jewish 
workers away from Rehovot to northern Pales- 
tine, to the Jordan Valley, Galilee, and later the 
Emek, where they settled on soil purchased for 
them by the Jewish National Fund. A remnant, 
however, remained faithful to the southern planta- 
tion zone of Judea. 

In 1909 their ranks were increased by a new ele- 
ment, the Yemenite Jews. When these Jews from 
southern Arabia appeared in Palestine, they were 
warmly welcomed both by the laborers and plant- 
ers of Rehovot who thought that the Yemenites 
might well provide the answer to the problem of 
Jewish labor. And, in fact, the Yemenites showed 
themselves able to endure hardship and poor 
wages which were too much for the European 
Jew. 

Yet even the Yemenites could not have lasted 
through the ordeal of hired farm labor in Pales- 
tine if they had not been helped by public agencies 
to make themselves homes around Rehovot. 
Overcoming its principles which would not allow it 
to buy land from other Jews, the National Fund 
came to the aid of the Rehovot village council and 
helped buy the land on which the Yemenite quarter 
of Shaarayim was thereafter built. 

Beyond providing land and work for them, little 
attention was paid to the Yemenites. This neglect 
led to a regrettable isolation of the Yemenite com- 
munity from the other Jews, not only in Rehovot 
but all over Palestine. In fact today they form an 
almost foreign and underprivileged part of the 
Jewish community. Coming into contact with the 
totally novel environment of Western European 
Jews, the Yemenites lost many of the traditional 
values which they had cherished in Arabia without 
acquiring new ones around which to organize 
themselves. 

As for Rehovot, one may say that the Yemen- 
ites were there dealt with more understandingly 
than, perhaps, anywhere else in Palestine. Their 
settlements are, relatively speaking, built on sound 
social and economic bases. Yet whatever aid was 
extended to them by their Jewish co-settlers was, 
after the first few years, the voluntary effort of in- 
dividuals rather than the act of the community. 
Their very school system, such as it is, is the work 
of one woman—Maya Rosenberg. The Yemenite 
quarter, Shaarayim, is not included within the ar- 
bitrary village boundaries of Rehovot, and conse- 
quently the village council does not concern itself 
with the educational and other communal prob- 
lems of its Yemenite workers. 


1914 and After: Modern Times 
World War No. I was for Rehovot, as for all 


Palestine, a period of alarums and terror, but 
Rehovot did not suffer the extreme consequences 
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which befell other parts of the country. After the 
war began the time of Rehovot’s greatest growth. 

The period of rapid expansion arose from the 
discovery that the sandy coastal limestone soils of 
Palestine were excellently suited for citriculture. 
Before this Rehovot had experimented with 
grapes and almonds, still among its important 
crops, and had come to grief in common with the 
rest of the Palestinian Jewish agricultural com- 
munity, through crop failures, diseases, pests, and 
bad prices. But with the introduction of citricul- 
ture, and the development of the high quality 
orange grown in Palestine there began a period of 
growth which continued almost without check until 
a few years ago. 

Of course, the boom did not fail to bring social 
and economic problems in its train. The diversi- 
fied farming program of early Rehovot, except in 
the case of the workers’ settlements in the sur- 
rounding area, were forgotten, and speculative, 
unsoundly financed one-crop farming enterprises 
were embarked upon. Large holdings were devel- 
oped and luxurious villas and homes built. On the 
other hand, the number of underprivileged, low- 
paid farm laborers also increased. 

The old settlements of Judah, including Reho- 
vot became large-scale employers of Arab labor in 
the 1920’s. Economic facts were soon justified by 
a theory which contended that full employment of 
Jewish labor, which in the meantime had founded 
the Histadrut was able effectively to claim higher 
wages than the Arabs, would endanger Arab-Jew- 
ish harmony. It was only in the newly founded 
citrus-growing settlements in the Sharon Valley, 
north of Tel Aviv, that the Jewish worker was 
able to hold his positions. (Since that time, of 
course, the Sharon Valley, too, under the pressure 
of a sharp slump in the orange trade, has sought to 
relieve itself of the burden of furnishing employ- 
ment to organized Jewish laborers. ) 

At that time a movement arose among the Jew- 
ish workers to recapture the right to employment 
in the Jewish citrus-growing settlements. Incom- 
ing halutzim were required to pledge two years of 
work in agriculture, in spite of the wide difference 
between wages in the city and country. Since funds 
for settling workers’ agricultural groups on J.N.F. 
land were not available at that time, the prospec- 
tive settlers were urged to stay in the plantation 
villages and preserve the existence of a Jewish 
agricultural “proletariat.” Certain collective and 
cooperative groups finally adopted a program of 
permanent settlement in the vicinity of citrus- 
growing villages, depending in part, during the 
initial stages of settlement or even permanently, 
upon their wages as hired agricultural laborers. 

Rehovot is the outstanding example of such a 
development. On all sides of the village have 
grown up workers’ residential quarters (Shaara- 
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yim, already mentioned, and Shehunat Havatze- 
let), agricultural cooperative settlements or mosh- 
vei ovdim (Kfar Bilu, Kfar Gibton) and collec- 
tives, kvutzot and kibutzim (Givat Brenner, 
Naan, Kvutzat Schiller, Shibboleth). The coop- 
eratives and collectives vary in size from 25 or so 
(Shibboleth) to about 900 (Givat Brenner), with 
a population of nearly 3,000 in all; and there are 
perhaps an equal number in the workers’ quarters 
such as the Yemenite Shaarayim. Much of the in- 
come of these “‘suburbs”’ still comes from employ- 
ment in Rehovot, but there is an increasing ten- 
dency for a larger share to derive from the dairies, 
poultry, bee hives, vegetable farms, citrus groves, 
tree nurseries, and workshops of the settlements 
themselves. When the outbreaks of 1936 began, 
these same settlements proved to be veritable bas- 
tions behind which Rehovot led a secure existence. 
For three years Jewish workers guarded and tend- 
ed the groves of the Rehovot planters. Now that 
the troubled days are over, the probability is that 
the Jewish workers’ claim to the work in the very 
same groves will prove very difficult indeed to 
make good. 


Meanwhile Rehovot itself has accumulated a 
diverse population, the 3,583 family heads of 
which are divided as follows: 1,628 agricultural 
laborers, 403 professionals, 305 miscellaneous lab- 
orers, 291 plantation owners and farmers, 287 
craftsmen, 260 building trades workers, 245 
tradesmen and storekeepers, 116 transport work- 
ers, and 48 who live by renting out their property. 
Since a few years ago every resident may vote, 
property qualifications having been abolished. Re- 
hovot from the first permitted women to vote. 


Such is Rehovot after 50 years, not the least of 
the villages of Israel in its Homeland. In dealing 
with the problems of today—absorption of immig- 


- ration, adjustment to the war situation, resistance 


to the British political offensive, it still maintains 
its position honorably and seems fully prepared to 
make its future outshine its past. Serious as are 
the problems that face it, Rehovot has stored up 
courage and resources to deal with them. 
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Graduate, Bride 


or 


Bridegroom 


Start them off with a pat on the back and a word 
of encouragement. Your message will be doubly 


acceptable and much more impressive by 


Postal Telegraph 


Fixed text greetings to any POSTAL TELEGRAPH 
point in the U. S. only 25c. Messages of sender's 


composition only 35c for first 15 words. 


To send a message telephone POSTAL TELEGRAPH. 
The charges will appear on your telephone bill. 

















TYLER HILL, PA, 
A SELECT SUMMER CAMP 
Two Separate Camps Under One Management 
3lst YEAR 


Select Jewish Clientele, 4-17 Years 
Beautiful surroundings, wholesome environment. Well-equipped, 
roomy bungalows. Private lake. Individual attention under mature 
counsellors. Talents developed by own choice of hobbies. All sports 
activities and unusual facilities for arts and crafts, scouting, wood- 
craft, dramatics, etc. Individual tutoring. New activities include 
motor boating and aquaplaning. 

Counsellor to Every Three Campers Under 10 
Write for Descriptive Booklet 

J. EDWARD MITCHELL, Director 

8451 BEVERLY ROAD KEW GARDENS. N. Y. 





























Gay Atlantic City! 


CAROLINA 
CREST HOTEL 


JUST OFF THE BEACHFRONT 
A BEACHFRONT HOTEL 
) 
On Beautiful North Carolina Avenue 
OPEN ALL YEAR 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Serving a Tray Breakfast 
to your room any time up to 11 o'clock 
without any charge for breakfast or service 


EVERY ROOM HAS PRIVATE BATH AND 
AT LEAST THREE LARGE WINDOWS 
® 


FREE BATH HOUSES FOR OCEAN BATHING 
SINGLE: As Low As $2.50 and $3.00 
DOUBLE: As Low As $5.00 and $6.00 

@ 
H. L. FAIRBAIRN, JR., Manager 
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Somewhere On The Dial 
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FTER ONE has read, scanned, studied and 

pondered all the headlines on all the news- 
papers in a vain effort to squeeze the last little 
atom of meaning out of them without satisfaction, 
there still remains the radio. Somewhere on the 
dial something is happening. It is a wonder how 
our grandmothers lived without it. In their day, 
too, there were wars and how can one leave a 
battlefield full of men for an entire night while 
peacefully retiring to bed? So, unlike our grand- 
mothers, we turn on the radio and go cruising 
through the stations in a vain hunt for some clue to 
the final fate of that refugee train we had read 
about some hours earlier, for some word that 
would lend a touch of meaning and _ logical 
sequence to the madness. 

Radios are remarkable instruments, no doubt 
invented to tempt and tantalize and drive to dis- 
traction. I do not believe the man is alive who has 
ever cornered a radio broadcast at its very begin- 
ning without lying in wait for it for aeons. But 
these are hectic, impatient days. Each moment 
may mean that thousands who had previously 
breathed had now ceased breathing. This con- 
cerns us very much and we must know about it at 
once. We therefore resolutely spin the dial from 
one station to another and are rewarded accord- 
ingly. Now we'll get the news fresh from hell, 
blow by blow. 

The announcers are also excited as well they 
may be. Ladies and gentlemen, another bulletin 
has just reached us . . . thousands dead . . . swarms 
of airplanes . . . sky white with parachutes . . . un- 
precedented. And now we'll turn the microphone 
over to Mr. X for a moment. 

Good evening, ladies and gentlemen. This is 
Mr. X speaking. I have great news for you, great 
news for everyone of you. 

Glory, Halelujah! 

Are you upset? 


Yes, we are; we all are! 

Laugh it off, ladies and gentleman, laugh it off 
with a pun, p-u-n, that tasty little tablet . . . at 
every drug store... 


If there is a just God, He will have Mr. X at 
the head of His blacklist. But there is no time to 
tarry. Those parachutes mentioned earlier in the 
broadcast are dropping, inexorably dropping 
lower and when they land, what will happen when 
they land? 

Through sputtering endless spaces, rent by 
tribal jungle wails we wander lost until another 
voice emerges from the ether: 

The French army reports . . . strategic retreats 
. .. mass tank clashes . . . confusion . . . outlines of 
struggle becoming clear. It is 1914 all over again, 
ladies and gentlemen. 

1914. We were children then. There was a 
sun eclipse that summer. What makes a sun 
eclipse, we asked. Our elders winked slyly to each 
other, an eclipse is caused when the sun and moon 
fight each other, they said. They snickered so 
when they said it, we should have caught on. But 
we didn’t, we were still so little and trusting. 
Then we smoked pieces of glass on the flame of a 
candle and watched the eclipse. We saw it all. 
Look at the moon jumping at the sun, we gleefully 
said to each other. It means there will be war, 
some old timers muttered to themselves. Now it 
is 1914 all over again. 

And now ladies and gentlemen, the announcer 
continues, we will pause for a moment to give you 
some momentous news. Have you ever tried six 
in a dozen hair restorer oil? Try it today and see 
its marvellous action. You can get it at all... 

Yes, ladies and gentlemen, feel your heads now. 
Do not delay. Is your hair falling? Is it thick 
enough to resist the impact of a bomb? 

SHLOMO Katz 
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Land and water sports, aesthetic activities, 
cultural influences. Sabbath _ observance. 
Operated on a non-commercial basis. Send 
for Descriptive Booklet. 
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higher for children under ten years 
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My Jewish Club Carries On 


The story of a Jewish high school 
club, its meetings, parties and fight 
against Hitler and _ Hellenism. 





by Marie Syrkin 


E HAVE a Jewish club at my high school. 

The gentile teachers view it kindly—some- 
thing pious, biblical, perhaps an antidote to the 
virus of Communism with which they fear much 
young Jewry is infected. The principal approves 
of it as a sign of orthodoxy in a heterodox world. 
Occasionally he comes up to me and suggests a 
party or a tea, which he thinks will attract more 
members. And always he ends with: “Invite a 
rabbi, Dr. Stephen Wise,” and always I explain 
that Dr. Wise is too important a rabbi to be 
troubled for such slight occasions. 

It has been my task to act as faculty advisor for 
a number of years, largely because no other Jew- 
ish teacher has ever been willing. They are all 
too busy. One leads the Spanish club, another 
the dramatic club; even the Frederick Douglas 
Club for colored students has found an enthusiastic 
Hebraic sponsor, but no other candidate has ever 
appeared for my special province. So term in, 
term out, twenty or thirty of the few hundred 
Jewish pupils in my school find their way to my 
room. 

The club is not a success, possibly due to a 
lack of organizational talent on the part of the 
advisor, and also to a lack of Jewish zeal on the 
part of the members. They, like the principal, 
are also eager for a party, not to hear a rabbi, 
but to dance. Or else they want a picnic or a hike. 
And I offer them motion picture slides on Pales- 
tine, or a speaker provided by the Jewish Culture 
Council. We are at cross purposes, yet whenever 
I threaten to abandon the enterprise because of 
poor attendance, a few of them come and plead: 
‘Why shouldn’t we have a club? The Catholics 
have one; the Protestants have one. What's 
wrong with the Jewish students?” And I relent. 

All the terms have been running the same 
course. I welcome the newcomers appropriately 
with remarks beginning: “In times like these 
every Jewish boy and girl . . .”’ The speech has 
been doing nicely since 1933 and shows no signs 
of diminishing utility. After my exordium, the 
president of the moment announces, with the 
candor characteristic of all officers of this club, 
that the club is getting nowhere, and that a change 
has to take place. A new member always rises 
and inquires: “What is this club for?” The 
president looking more or less baffled, according 
to the individual incumbent, generally answers 
weakly: “At least you should know about your 


holidays.” I, as ever, interpose a few more dreary 
comments on the status of Jewry and the need for 
knowledge, and the club launches on the customary 
discussion of its function. 

I have heard this discussion so often. They 
are not intellectual, my children. They will not 
go to college nor add to the overcrowding of Jews 
in the professions. They express themselves 
simply, without pose. There is no pretence at 
sentiments or interests which they do not feel. 
And what do they feel? Above all, they want 
a good time. Sure there’s trouble in Germany 
and Poland, but what can you do about it? Be- 
sides, it’s bad enough to hear about it at home. 
Aren’t relatives always sending letters for aff- 
davits? Why worry in a club where you can be 
sociable ? 

At this point, as a sop to a few dissident voices, 
some boy arises and offers to report on Jewish 
current events at all meetings. He is generally 
unknown to the older members and is never seen 
again till the day of the club party, when he re- 
appears unabashed. On this occasion he shows an 
impressive talent for dancing the “Big Apple” or 
whatever the current dance happens to be, and 
also consumes two portions of ice cream. That 
is his contribution to the study of Jewish current 
events. I have learned to view each term’s inevit- 
able volunteer with scepticism tempered by hope. 

As to Palestine, my. neophytes have the most 
nebulous ideas. Of course, here and there, some 
have belonged to Zionist youth groups and have 
gotten a little light, but the general ignorance is 
equalled only by that of most adult American 
Jews. When I strive to break through the mists 
with lantern slides provided by sympathetic or- 
ganizations, I discover that the excitement gen- 
erated by the much heralded Palestine ‘‘movie” 
is strictly under control. Boys and girls accustomed 
to Pathe views of Boulder Dam find even the 
Rutenberg electrical works less than overwhelm- 
ing. And the cows of Dagania, or a plowed field 
in the Emek, bewilder rather than inspire my 
citizens of the vast U. S. A. What’s all the shoot- 
ing about? 

Last term began with a few variations. First, 
there was a greater concern over anti-Semitism in 
the United States. Father Coughlin was making 
himself felt. Some boys had had encounters with 
members of the Christian Front. ‘There’s one in 
my class. He brings nasty papers about the Tal- 
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mud.” Even school was being invaded. I was con- 
scious of a greater nervousness than in previous 
terms. 

And there was another difference. Moshe, 
member of a youth Halutz group, had joined the 
club. 

What’s your American name, Morty, Moey? 

No, Moshe. 

Moshe made himself known when the current 
events specialist failed to show up as foreordained. 
Moshe is a big broad-shouldered boy who wears 
the open shirt of the Halutz, exposing more hairy 
young chest than is generally considered decorous 
in the classroom, but I know that the faded open 
blue shirt is a symbol. 

Moshe started talking about his training camp 
and Palestine. He talked with no visible self-con- 
sciousness: “I have found a way of life.” I listen- 
ed to the familiar phrases, the eager earnest voice, 
but neither the phrases nor the earnestness were 
familiar in this environment. I watched my club; 
they were listening intently, even Shirley who is 
generally engrossed by the personal charms of the 
boy in the next seat. They were impressed not so 
much by what Moshe was saying, but by his seri- 
ousness. Here was a boy like themselves who was 
anxious to make a speech about something remote 
that apparently mattered. 

When Moshe sat down, the president said with 
an air of relief: “Now we don’t have to worry 
about an outside speaker.” 

But at the next meeting the novelty of Moshe’s 
fire had already worn off. They didn’t want to 
hear about Palestine and “the new way of life” 
again. Instead, one of the members had an idea. 
In an outside club to which he belonged an engross- 
ing discussion had been held on the subject: “Is it 
ever right to tell a lie?” The club received the 
notion coolly as too intellectually taxing, but the 
proponent dwelt on the enchanting possibilities of 
the theme: a fellow might tell if it was right to lie 
to'a girl; a girl might defend the techniques of her 
sex. Uncharted seas of amusement loomed ahead 
if the club were bold enough to plunge into the 
bracing salt of a discussion. 

But even this aspect of a moral issue was too 
metaphysical; the talk lagged until one girl said, 
“If you’re a Jew you have to lie. Otherwise you 
don’t get a job.” 

They were in earnest now, my children. Here 
was no distant idealistic enterprise, no abstract 
theorising. They would all be looking for jobs 
soon, and what could you do if ads and agencies 
specified “Christians wanted.” You couldn’t help 
yourself; you had to live. So you wrote ‘“Unitar- 
ian’”’ or “Protestant” if you thought you could get 
away with it. 

One of the lesser lights confided: ‘‘Why even 
President Roosevelt’s name was Rosenfeld. He 
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had to change his name to get his job.” 

Moshe and I looked at each other in anguish. 
Fortunately, the club hooted: “That’s propa- 
ganda.” Some protested: ‘I wouldn’t deny my 
religion if I never got a job. I wouldn’t give them 
the satisfaction.” 

Moshe took a hand. He used strange words 
again: “Nationalism, human dignity.”” The words 
meant little in this case, but when the dark, spec- 
tacled boy in the back seat announced with unex- 
pected belligerence that it was yellow to lie and 
one shouldn’t be a coward, some of my brawny 
Hebrews shook their heads in assent. 

The German refugee who sat near me kept nod- 
ding her head dismally and muttering: “Just like 
in Germany. You will see. It will be just like in 
Germany.” I couldn’t stand the gloomy croaking, 
and I whispered sharply “This is America.” She 
kept still. 

We took a vote. Some would lie for a living. 
I gave a moral pep talk, but it wasn’t very convinc- 
ing. I was too depressed, too sorry for these boys 
and girls, some of whom sported Mogen Davids 
ostentatiously to show that they could take it, and 
some of whom would write ‘‘Baptist” on the appli- 
cation form for a ten dollar a week job. 

At last we had our party. It was a Chanukah 
party in the gymnasium with refreshments and 
dancing. I had stipulated a “cultural program.” 
The club would have to show a proper interest in 
the Maccabees before the radio would be turned 
on for “Over the Border.” The club agreed to 
the propriety of my demand, but though there was 
no lack of talent, it was not exactly appropriate. 
The two girls with “voices” were prepared to sing 
“Lover Come Back to Me.” One boy, obviously 
destined for a brilliant career in vaudeville, could 
do marvels with double talk. And there was an 
impressive assortment of harmonica players and 
Lindy hoppers. But somehow we managed. One 
girl promised to bring a small Menorah. A boy 
who went to Temple swore he knew how to bless 
the lights; another boy with oratorical ambitions 
claimed he had a fine speech about the Maccabees 
which he had prepared last year for a Young 
Men’s Hebrew Association club. And of course 
there was Moshe. In addition to his other attain- 
ments, Moshe had a deep rich voice and knew Pal- 
estinian and Arab songs. My German refugee 
had journeyed to Palestine before she ended up in 
the U. S. A., and was also prepared to contribute 
with songs of Zion. 

On the afternoon of the party, as at all parties, 
we had to lock the doors of the gym and scan the 
entrants. Not only all the Jewish students be- 
thought themselves of their affinity to Israel, but 
many a devout Catholic, wearing a holy image be- 
neath his shirt, was prepared to fraternize in the 
interests of ice cream and dancing. Since the num- 
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ber of Dixie cups and chocolate cookies was lim- 
ited, watch had to be kept. Despite all vigilance 
quite a sizable number of non-members crashed 
the gate. 


The radio was already blaring “Oh Johnny.” 
My students were leaping with extraordinary 
grace and agility when the president, as prearrang- 
ed, shouted: “Everybody sit down. We have to 
have a program first.” 


I shut off the radio; the boys and girls ranged 
themselves in a semi-circle, feet still eager and tap- 
ping. The president urged silence: “If you'll be 
quiet, the entertainment will soon be over and then 
you can dance.” 


A small Menorah with tiny birthday candles 
stood on a chair in the center. The orthodox boy 
who claimed to know the benediction lit the 
candles. He fumbled a bit, and the words came 
haltingly, but the club watched the mysteries of 
religion quietly, impressed by his skull cap and 
ceremonial air. 


The orator, who had assured all concerned that 
no rehearsal was necessary, appeared with his ad- 
dress on the Maccabees. He read an obviously 
copied account of the uprising against Antiochus, 
using long, unintelligible words like “Hellenism.” 
I saw Moshe make a gesture of despair. That's 
not how the great story should be told. I could 
almost hear him whispering to a congenial soul: 
“How will American Jewish youth realize...” 


My orator had finished reading; reaching his 
peroration, he felt that some personal contribution 
was required to furbish up the scholarly narrative. 
“So,” he concluded, “just like the Maccabees 
fought against Hellenism, that’s what we must do: 
Fight against Hitler and Hellenism.” 


The club applauded the last sentence vigorously. 
Fighting Hitler was obviously desirable, and Hel- 
lenism was probably a variation of Hell—profan- 
ity made respectable out of deference for a teach- 
er’s presence. 


The Palestinian songs contributed by Moshe 
were listened to with mild amusement. Benny 
Goodman was never like this! 


It was time to dance again. The swift dexter- 
ous gyrations of the shag, the Lindy Hop and 
other dances whose names I never managed to 
learn. 


In a corner of the large gymnasium, as far as 
possible from the blare of “It’s a Hap, Hap, Hap- 
py Day,” a small group started a hora. There 
were Moshe of course, the German girl, the boy 
who went to Temple and a few others. Some of 
the wall-flowers walked over and started clapping, 
keeping time to the voice of Moshe singing ‘‘Anu 
Banu Artzo.”” The remnant was dancing. 
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THEY SAY... 


JOHN DOS PASSOS 
I read your paper with the ape interest; it’s 
about the only left paper that has information 
in it you can’t find in the New York Times. 
In spite of the fact that I don’t follow your 
foreign policy, I think it’s definitely the best 
of the liberal or Socialist papers. 


LOUIS ADAMIC 
The New Leader, without question, is the most 
honest newspaper of the left, or perhaps I should 
say the newspaper of the honest left. It is a 
stimulating and lively paper. 


Prof. JOHN DEWEY 
I read The New Leader regularly. I find in it 
news not available elsewhere, especially as to 
European conditions. 


MORRIE RYSKIND 
I find myself in general sympathy with the tone 
of The New Leader. But one of the things I like 
about The New Leader is that the authors often 
don’t agree with each other. I am grown exceed- 
ing weary of the new liberalism that demands a 
regimentation of thought. 


BENJAMIN STOLBERG 


The New Leader is no doubt an excellent paper 
and, incidentally, it is also an excellent made-up 


paper. 


ELMER DAVIS 
I have been reading The New Leader regularly 


and with much concern. 


NOW IS THE TIME... 


“Democratic organ of the democratic left’ is the 
manner in which Eugene Lyons, author of Assign- 
ment in Utopia and editor of The American Mer- 
cury, recently referred to The New Leader, Amer- 
ica’s leading labor news magazine. 

Here’s a veteran left-wing weekly with a new 
streamlined style of telling the stories behind the 
news. 

Frequently contributors to The New Leader's 
Columns include Ferdinand Lundberg, Max 
Nomad, Ben Stolberg, James Rorty, Eugene Lyons, 
Claude McKay, Paul Porter, Stephen Naft, Elmer 
Davis, Charles Yale Harrison, Charles Edward 
Russell, and a host of others. 

Foreign news is covered by our special correspond- 
ents; Bernard Moore, foreign editor of The 
London Daily Herald; Jack Sanford, veteran Paris 
correspondent; Egidio Reale, in Geneva, League 
of Nations expert. 


As a special introductory offer readers of The 
Jewish Frontier can subscribe to The New Leader 
for one dollar for one year and receive FREE of 
any charge a copy of Charles Yale Harrison's de- 
lightfully witty satire, “Meet Me on the Barricades." 


New Leader 


7 East I5th Street ° New York 
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ALIYAH BETH: The call issued 
by the Administrative Committee of 
the League for a voluntary self-taxa- 
tion of its members has met with a 
very generous response. 


CHORAL SOCIETY: The Choral 
Society held its Second Annual Con- 
cert on May 26 at the Pennsylvania 
Hotel. In the course of the past year, 
the Choral Society has appeared be- 
fore many League Chapters and other 
Zionist groups in N. Y. C. They have 
also had successful appearances at the 
World’s Fair, the Manhattan Opera 
House, and the Brooklyn Academy of 
Music. There is great promise in this 
Choral Society, conducted very ably by 
Av Soltes. 


MIAMI, FLORIDA: Miss Rose 
Stoloff of N. Y. who is spending her 
Sabbatical Leave in Florida, recently 
addressed an organization meeting of 
a new League Chapter in Miami. 


LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA: 
The Arlosoroff Chapter has excelled it- 
self this year in its work for the Ge- 
werkshaften Campaign, having raised 
more than 60% of the quota in City 
Terrace community where this Chapter 
is active. Immediately after the Ge- 
werkshaften Campaign, a considerable 
sum of money was raised for Aliyah 
Beth. The Chapter is also very active 
in community affairs. $200 was recent- 
ly raised by this Chapter for the Jew- 
ish National Fund. The Arlosoroff 
Chapter is now directing its attention 
to the Expansion Fund and Member- 
ship Campaign of the League. 


A new Chapter with 27 charter 
members has recently been organized 
in Los Angeles. Mrs. Rose Becker is 
financial secretary. 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS: The Alba- 
ny Park Chapter recently conducted an 
affair for the J. N. F. and for the 
Expansion Fund of the League. Rabbi 
Samuel N. Blumenfield, Dean of the 
College of Jewish Studies, was their 
guest speaker. 


AKRON, OHIO: The Akron 
Chapter recently celebrated its first 
anniversary in the form of a dinner 
reception for the National Secretary. 


WASHINGTON, D. C.: Abraham 
Regelson, noted Hebrew poet, ad- 
dressed a meeting of the new Chapter 
in Washington. The older Chapter 
is busily engaged in a number of ac- 
tivities on their agenda, and are mak- 
ing successful efforts towards the fais- 
ing of their quota of the Expansion 
Fund. 


for the Jewish National Fund and the 








BALTIMORE, MARYLAND: On 
April 10, Dr. May Bere addressed a 


meeting of the Baltimore Chapter on : : 
“Education of the Children of Pales- Springtime at 


made for the dons dinner to be held HILLTOP LODGE 


on May 28 at which time Samuel ...@ perfect delight 
Duker of N. Y. will be the guest 
speaker. ON SYLVAN LAKE 
' HOPEWELL JUNCTION, N. Y. 

SPRINGFIELD, MASS.: | A. sub- R.R. Station: Pawling, N. Y. 
stantial sum of money was raised as a Phone Hopewell Junction 176 
result of the Purim masquerade and 65 Miles from N. Y. C. 
ball held by the Springfield Chapter Break the routine and make Hilltop your 


home for a day, a week or a month. All 
facilities for a glorious, active vacation, 
or a quiet rest. 


Expansion Fund of the League. A 


t ; ; € 
Third Seder, in the form of a Musi- ALL SPORTS 
Swimming - Handball - Basketball - 
cale, was held at the home of Mrs. | Golf - Tennis - Ping Pong - Fishing - 
Boating - All on Premises, 





®ALSO 


New cottages with private showers— 


BE 
| Countless improvements for the 1940 
season. 


SPECIAL RATES UP TO JUNE 24th 


LODGE eee 
Week-Ends $3.50 per day 











COOKS FALLS, N. Y. Under Direction of 
“DELAWARE COUNTY'S PAUL WOLFSON & SOL ROTHAUSER 
Favored Resort” N. Y. Office, 170 BrRoaDway 
Hotel with all Outdoor Activities - New Tennis Phone COrtlandt 7-3958 


Courts - Handball - Every Sports - Same man- DECORATION DAY RATES 


agement since 1928 - Expert Chef - Dietary Laws 
omaet Re-Union Dance, Saturday ~*~ 4 2 Days—$9 3 Days—$i3 4 Days—$16.50 
June 15, at Belmont-Plaza Hotel, New York. 

Write for Booklet _ 
Season Rates and July 4th Special Week-End 


Phone: Roscoe 28-13 
JUNE RATE $22.50 
($4 per day) 















CHESTERS” ZUNBARG 


A Delightful Hideaway 
in the Mountains 
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A. Kanberg. New members have been 
added to the group. 


HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT: 
An Exhibit of Palestinian jewelry and 
art products was held in connection 
with the regular meeting on April 4th, 
at which time Marie Syrkin was guest 
speaker. Manya Schochat addressed a 
meeting on May 4th. Several articles 
in the ‘“Davar’” were discussed at a 
meeting of the Hebrew speaking group 
on April 11th. Zvi Schooler and the 
Hartford Zionist Choral Group, under 
the direction of Joseph Soifer, ap- 
peared at the Third Seder on April 
28th. 


SYRACUSE, NEW YORK: Mr. 
Sidney Greenberg is the general chair- 
man for all Labor Zionist teams work- 
ing for the local Welfare Fund. Miss 
Lillian Greenberg is in charge of Ex- 
pansion Fund activities, and the expec- 
tations are that the Syracuse Chapter 
will most likely exceed the quota as- 
signed to them. 


ALBANY, NEW YORK: A check 
of $100 on account of the Expansion 
Fund was presented to Dr. Diamond 
when he visited the Albany Chapter. 
An additional amount of $65 was con- 
tributed to the Aliyah Fund. Another 
check of $100 was contributed to the 
Leon Blum Colony project as a result 
of the Purim Seudah in which all 
Labor Zionist groups of Albany par- 
ticipated. 

NEWARK, NEW JERSEY: An in- 
tensive education program was carried 
out by the Jacob Polevski Chapter. 
The program included comparative 
analyses of the following: 

(a) The Histadruth and the Labor 

Movement in the U. S. 
(b) Cooperative Movements in the 
U. S. and in Palestine. 

(c) Socialized Medicine in Pales- 

tine and Elsewhere. 


BRONX, NEW YORK: The 
Bronx Chapter, including Ben Gurion 
Chapter, Bronx League and “Our 
Group” were well represented at the 
Third Seder of the Gewerkshaften 
Campaign. Substantial sums of money 
were recently advanced on account of 
the Expansion Fund of the League. 


MANHATTAN CHAPTER, N.Y.: 
The Manhattan Chapter raised $200 
for the Gewerkshaften and advanced 
$100 on account of the Expansion 
Fund of the League. 

KADIMAH CHAPTER BROOK- 
LYN, N. Y.: A course of study was 
planned by the Chapter along the fol- 
lowing lines: 

(a) The Three Aliyas. 

(b) The Growth of Modern Zion- 

ism. 

(c) Personalities in Labor Zionism. 


(d) Cultural and Economic Aspects 

in Palestinian Life. 

Fund raising activities during the 
past few weeks have been concentrated 
on the sale of tickets, raffles and 
Journal ads for the Brooklyn Gala 
Affair held April 27th. 


BROOKLYN COUNCIL: The 
Annual Gala Affair of the Brooklyn 
Council was held on April 27th at 
the Brooklyn Academy of Music. An 
attendance of over 500 enjoyed a pro- 
gram consisting of vocal selections by 
Sidor Belarsky and the League Choral 
Society, and Palestinian dances by Miss 
Noami Aleh-Leaf. Mr. Harry A. 
Harrison was chairman of the even- 
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ing. Dancing followed. Proceeds 
went to the Gewerkshaften Campaign 
and the Expansion Fund. 


SOCIAL WORKERS CHAPTER: 
The Social Workers Chapter sponsored 
a Palestine Night at the National 
Conference of Jewish Social Workers 
at the Hotel William Penn in Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., on Thursday evening, May 
23rd. A special issue of the Jewish 
Social Worker was published and dis- 
tributed among the thousands of social 
workers who attended the concert. The 
material presented a message of Labor 
Palestine and urged support of the 
Histadruth on the part of the Jewish 
Social Workers. 
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1940 
SUMMER SEMINAR 


League for Labor Palestine 


MOUNTAIN VIEW HOTEL 
SPRING GLEN, N. Y. 


Beginning June 28, 1940—Through Labor Day, Sept. 2, 1940 
(GRAND OPENING WEDNESDAY, JULY 3) 


SCENIC BEAUTY—Amidst delightful scenery, sur- 
rounded by the Shawangunk Mountains on the 
East and ‘the Delaware Mountains on the West. 
Great stretches of wooded mountainous slopes. 
Dry, healthful, cool climate. 


LECTURES on topics of the day by experts in each 
field. Detailed program upon request. 


SPORTS—Tennis, handball, basketball, hiking, bath- 
ing, fishing, ping pong, etc. 

SOCIAL ENTERTAINMENT — Concerts, dancing, 
camp-fires, community singing, etc. 

FOOD—Wholesome KOSHER meals. 


RATES—$18.00 per week; $2.60 per day; $6.00 per 
week-end (Friday evening—Sunday afternoon) ; 


FOURTH OF JULY—$4.50 
(Wednesday Evening—Thursday Afternoon) 


LABOR DAY WEEK-END—$10.00 
(Friday Evening—Monday Afternoon) 


$3.50 PER DAY 
Make Reservations at Office of 


THE LEAGUE FOR LABOR PALESTINE 


WAtkins 9-5288 


Reservations must be accompanied by deposit 
check or money order of not less than $3.00. 


DR. JOSEPH DIAMOND, Director 


NEW YORK CITY 
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In the Poale Zion 





Eliezer Kaplan, Treasurer 
of Jewish Agency, 
in the United States: 

On Monday evening, May 20, the 
Central Committee held a special meet- 
ing with Eliezer Kaplan, treasurer of 
the Jewish Agency, who only a few 
days ago arrived in the United States. 

Eliezer Kaplan reported on the eco- 
nomic situation in Palestine. He point- 
ed out that the number of unemployed 
decreased during the past few months 
and that the Yishuv is gradually ad- 
justing itself to a war economy. The 
change in the English cabinet, he said, 
will not bring with it a new political 
declaration as to the status of Pales- 
tine but he has expressed the hope 
that new forms will be found to en- 
able the Jewish settlement in Palestine 
to expand its work. 

Chaver Kaplan stressed the impor- 
tance of enlarging the Zionist move- 
ment in America for a more effective 
financial and political support of Pal- 
estine. 


Eastern Conference Poale Zion 
Branches, June 21-23: 

One hundred members from the 
eastern cities (New York, Philadel- 
ps Baltimore, Washington, Pitts- 

tgh, New Haven, Bridgeport, Dor- 
chester, Roxbury and Rochester) are 
expected to attend the Second Annual 
Conference at the Habonim Camp, at 
Pipersville, Pa., on June 21-23. 

The following agenda has been pre- 
pared for the conference: (1) Open- 
ing and Oneg Shabbat Program; 
(2) the Poale Zion Party and its 
role in the Zionist movement in Amer- 
ica; (3) What we must do in this 
war; (4) Organizational and Educa- 
tional Problems of our Branches; 
(5) We and the American Jewish 
Community—what tasks await us and 
what contribution we can make. 


Metropolitan Branch Will Close 
$2,000 Campaign on June 9: 

The Metropolitan Branch (New 
York City) of the Poale Zion will 
hold its wind-up dinner on Sunday 
evening, June 9, 6 P. M. at Rosoff’s 
Restaurant. The guest speaker of the 
evening will be Rabbi Milton Stein- 
berg. Hayim Greenberg will be given 
a check of $2,000 which will be dis- 
tributed among the various fund-rais- 
ing agencies. 

The installation of officers for the 
coming year will also take place at 
this dinner. 


Youth Leaders’ Seminar 
in August: 

An intensive seminar for leaders 
of youth groups throughout the coun- 


try is being prepared for the period 


between August 11 and September 2. 
It is expected that some 150 members 
will be in attendance. An intensive 
program of education in leadership 
and in Jewish and Zionist knowledge 
has been worked out. The place of 
the seminar has tentatively been set at 
the Habonim cam pnear Doylestown, 
Pa. (Pipersville, Pa.) 
Eight Camps to Be Opened 
By Habonim this Year: 

Two new summer camps, known as 
kvutzot, will be opened by Habonim 
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in the course of the coming summer. 
These two camps are situated at 
Killingworth, Conn., and near Doyles- 
town, Pa. This brings up the number 
of Habonim summer kvutzot to eight. 
The camps run on a cooperative basis, 
modeled largely after the kvutzot in 
Palestine. An intensive educational 
program is combined with an emphasis 
on self-help and self-government. It 
is expected that at least 1,000 children 
between the ages of 11 and 18 will 
attend. 





ARKSTORHOUse cOWTRY CLUB 


LIVINGSTON 






SS “Ideal Resort For Young Folks!” 
a ypc Modern Hotel — Camp Activities 


Immense Concrete Swimming Pool—9-HOLE SHORT 
GOLF COURSE, Private Lake—Free Canoeing and Boat- 
ing. Rooms equipped with PURE HOT and COLD 
SPRING WATER IN EVERY ROOM. Hot and Cold 
Showers—Social and Athletic Staff. New Casino. 6-Piece 





MANOR, AF 





Orchestra, Dancing, Tennis, Saddle Horses, etc. Dietary 
Laws. Phone 68 Livingston Manor. 
Free Booklet © Write P. O. Box F-356 @ Low June Rates 














‘TROJAN LAKE LODGE 


LIVINGSTON MANOR, N. Y. 






TELEPHONE LIVINGSTON MANOR 107 


M. STEINMAN 
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K enmore Lake Hotel 


Modern. . 
Dietary Laws . . 


. Private Lake. . 
. Concrete Filtered Swimming Pool... | 


. Social and Athletic Staff... 


Riding Academy .. . Golf Nearby . . . Roller Skating Rink... 


4 New Regulation Handball Courts . . 


Management: S. Muravchick & Sons 


. Write for Booklet. 


Tel. L. M. 200 


Winter Resort, Cambridge Hotel. 5th St. & Michigan Ave., Miami Beach, Flc.. 
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Pioneer Women's 
Organization 





Building of Vocational Schools 
for Girls in Tel-Aviv 


The Pioneer Women’s Organization 
has just announced the building of a 
Girl’s Vocational School in Tel-Aviv. 
The need for such a school makes 
it imperative that the work begin 
immediately and the clubs have been 
asked to carry on an intensive activity 
during the summer months in order to 
realize as quickly as possible the hope 
of the Moatzath Hapoaloth (Working 
Women’s Council) that the building 
be ready for occupancy some time next 
season. This is the second project of 
its kind that has been undertaken 
by the Pioneer Women’s Organization 
in the past few seasons. The Hedera 
Children’s Home was made possible 
through the activities of the Pioneer 
Women’s Clubs during the summers 
of 1938-39 at the cost of close to 
$15,000. The trade school for girls 
will make it possible for girls between 
the ages of 14 and 17 to prepare them- 
selves for various branches of house 
building, construction of machinery 
and precision instruments, arts and 
crafts, millinery and sewing, clerical 
work, domestic science, etc. 


New Clubs Organized 

During April and May new clubs 
have been organized in Dallas, Kansas, 
Los Angeles, San Antonio, New York 
City and Nashville. Nuclei for future 
groups have also been formed in 
Louisville, Birmingham, Atlanta and 
Peekskill. 
Representation At Conferences 

The Pioneer Women’s Organization 
during May and June was represented 
at the following conventions and con- 
ferences: Women’s Committee of the 
Ort, through Chavera Sara Feder; 
American Jewish Congress, Women’s 
Division, through Chavera Dvorah 
Rothbard, who greeted in the name of 
the Pioneer Women’s Organization, 
Chavera Anna Schlossberg and_ Sara 
Feder; Canadian Actions Committee 
of Labor-Zionist movement, through 
Sara Feder; Jewish National Workers’ 
Alliance in Detroit, through Chaveros 
Anna Waxberg and Feder. 


Transmissions to Palestine 

As a result of the untiring efforts 
of the Pioneer Women’s clubs 
throughout the United States and_Ca- 
nada to raise their assigned quotas, 
the national office has in the course 
of the current season, 1939-40, sent 
$54,000 to the Working Women’s 
Council in Palestine to meet its regular 
responsibilities for the training and 
adjustment of young girls and women 


arriving in the country, as well as for 
its mew services necessitated by the 
influx of refugees from Poland, 
Czechoslovakia and Germany. 


Donor Luncheons 

Many of the clubs carried through 
their donor luncheons in May and 
June. Luncheons were held in New 
York, Chicago, Trenton, Montreal, St. 
Louis, Newark, Springfield, Provi- 
dence, South Bend, Flint, Rochester, 
Los Angeles and Ottawa. 


Aliya Fund 

Members of the Pioneer Women’s 
Organization responded magnificently 
to the call of the National Executive 
to participate in the campaign to raise 
a specific sum of money for Aliya Beth. 
Though no quotas were assigned, the 
appeal for voluntary contributions 
brought a considerable sum of money 
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within a period of a month. 
Tours of Leading Chaveros 

DR. MAY BERE has completed her 
spring tour which included Milwau- 
kee, Kansas City, Omaha, Sioux City, 
Des Moines, St. Louis, South Bend, 
Iowa City, Rock Island, Tulsa, San- 
Antonio, Los Angeles, San Diego, 
Oakland, San Francisco and Rochester. 








SITUATION WANTED 


German-Jewish writer, good command of 
German, Italian and French, seeks position 
as tutor or secretary. Other type of em- 
ployment will be considered. Positions 
outside of New York acceptable. Com- 
municate with Box 500, c/o Jewish Frontier, 
275 Seventh Avenue, New York -City. 
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All Sports and Camp Activities 


Opening for Decoration Day, May 30th 


Management: Max Burger and B. Lowy 


“The Vacation You Won't Forget” 
at the 


ILIVEREA HOTEL AND COUNTRY CLUB 
OLIVEREA, ULSTER COUNTY, N. Y. 


Concrete Swimming Pool 


HUNGARIAN CUISINE 


SPECIAL JUNE RATES 






Phone: Pinehill 3-776 


Dancing ° Entertainment 
© Baseball Field 








Write for Booklet F 






N. Y. Phone JErome 7-2718 





















Swimming 
Pool 
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MiMdddddididssdsdsdddddddddia, 








JULY 4th WEEK-END 
(Write for Rates and Booklet) 


A 4**** Program of Entertainment featuring 


DON POPIKOFF TANNEN. 
— and Radio. 
a Women’s Golf Tournaments. Tennis, 
Handball and All Sports. Bar and Grill. 
Larggettor - Sprinkler Seciped 
Phone; Fleischmanns 117-118 on 
Levinson and Sussman, Met. 


FAVORED HOST TO SMART VACATIONISTS 





HOTEL awdZ COUNTRY CLUB 7 


FLEISCHMANNS, N, Y. 


, Comedy Star of f 
Hostess to Greet You. Men “© 


- Dietary Laws, olf 


Premises 








30 JewisH FRONTIER 


Where Vacation Dreams 
.. are realized 


THE 
Ao 


r 


*New 3-Story Playhouse * Magnificent 
Grand Ballroom *Stage, Screen and 
Radio Stars *Name Orchestra *Private 
Lake, Golf, Tennis, Handball *Superb 

Cuisine, Amer.- 

Jewish Mgt. 

IMMENSE 


NEW 
FILTERED 
POOL 





Send For Booklet ‘‘8’’—N. Y. Phone CAledonia 5-4114 or Fallsburg 300 
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FALLSBURG 
NEW YORK 





















for DECORATION DAY WEEK-END 


All Sports, including FREE GOLF, on Premises. 


QUISISANA CAMPS 


Private lake, FREE Boating, filtered swimmin x ON LAKE KEZAR 
Newly ee. Professional entertainment, verssiite pe Wt in 
Built ro basketball Friday nite. Noted cuisine (dietary observance). CENTER LOVELL, MAINE 
Handbell SPECIAL LOW RATES—Write for Reservations Now. Located on LAKE KEZAR (considered most 
am L. ALLAN KIRSCHBAUM, Mgr. beautiful in U. S. A.) in Maine’s pine woods 
Courts and White Mountain Region. 


QUAINT e RESTFUL ¢ ROMANTIC 
CULTURED COMPANIONSHIP 


Cheerful individual cottages with bath, fire- 
places, electricity. Main Lodge rooms with 
or without private bath. Food of highest 
- quality, wholesome, tempting. Golf, tennis, 
Zaak boating, swimming, natural sand beach. Ex- 
s— cellent fishing: Salmon, Black Bass, Brook 
Trout. Non-sectarian. Ownership- Met. 


FLEISCHER & MORGENSTERN Phone FALLSBURG: 200 















































eet Rates From $35 a Week 
4 - | a Special Low Rates June 15 to July 15 
a as } Bs. es American Plan 
' Write For Booklet 
N. Y. Address, 42 WEST 35th STREET 
Ie BREAKE S | Raeo Telephone Wlaconsin 7-020 
4 |! Wi ft" 
On the Boardwalk, ATLANTIC CITY ©< 
pein habterioecrahe liad J pid 
SUMMER SEAS SON RATES ie 
(i Sr ae] 
I 7! ne 
32h Weekly ‘ 5°° Dati, | Af) Yael 
PER PERSON-TWO IN fa noon- WITH BATHE MEALS “Vz \ 
EUROPEAN PLAN aA AS MR. LOUIS GORDON 
so \ 
* 1 Weokly Is 2 Dail, % " 
PER PERSON-TWO IN A ROOM WITH BA (id nil 
ee ee! Sea and Fresh Water nall Baths invites you to visit his 
ONEXTELLED KOSHER CUISIN UNDER SUPERVISION OF THE ATLANTIC CITY RABSI 


SHEH SHAPIRO "RECOMMENDED BY RABBI B.L.LEVINTHAL OF PHILADELPHIA ~~ 


. ri _ Richfield 


Me SURF SIDE Hotel Spring 











Hotel 


RICHFIELD SPRINGS, N. Y. 


eS ATLANTIC CITY 
aryland Ave., at Boardwalk 







ws ATLANTIC CITY'S NEWEST AND 
Na MOST MODERN JEWISH HOTEL 


























DIETARY LAWS OBSERVED 
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EA WATER BATHS ¢ BALLROOM ENTERTAINMENT GAME ROOMS | 
TEAMER SUN DECKS GARAGE ACCOMMODATIONS 


Uy! 





DAIRY FOOD SERVED AT ITS BEST 
Z QO 
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V“>“U/ 

LL, 
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Make Reservations Now. Send for Booklet 
PHONE 4-7714 
ETHEL KAY SPERO, Owner-Management 


DAIRY RESTAURANT 
2270 BROADWAY, N. Y. C. 
BET. 81-82 STS. ENoicort 2-2030 
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. FRIENOLY 
400 ~ Going away this summer? Perhaps GAY, INFORMAL 
Acres F AR ms 2500 Ft. the Resort Department of the Jewish ie prone 4 jee 
Movetion Tho Ultimate in EVERY SPORT 


Frontier can help you make up your Entertainment & Secial Actlvity 







LIVINGSTON MANOR R.R. STATION 
ON OUR LIST HUNTING mind. Write and tell us the type of one a ‘ 
(for your pleasure) (we provide the guns) ‘ TION WEEK END 
SADDLE HORSES — FISHING place you would like to go to, ap- DECORA 
(on premises) MILE LONG LAKE 4 rue $99) UNE $25 
yeaa couare (on premises) proximate cost and location, etc a, eave -— 
BADMINTON ag gt ng : If you commute to N. Y. Friday, 


(not strictly kosher) i 
PING PONG TABLES NO SOCIAL STAFF Address: Resort Editor, Jewish Fron- 


SPECIAL JUNE RATE $18.00 PER WEEK ‘ 
Write JACK KEISER k N tier, 275 Seventh Avenue, New York, 
Ww ‘ 


We Pay R. R. Fare 
60 MILES FROM BROADWAY 
. ¥. Office, 280 B’way RE. 2-1895 
VACATIONLAND’S GREATEST 
VALUE Send for Booklef F 


NICHOLS, CONN. BEN PLOTKIN, MGR. 








UNION GROVE, N. Y. N.Y 
Phone Margaretville 94-R-22 ee. 
















































FOR GIRLS New York's Leading Kosher Caterers 
LAKE COMO, PENNA. For the Finest of Functions at All of 
A distinguished camp for New York's Leading Hotels 
a cultured Jewish clientele. 
anche All land and water sports. P 
aa Say tare aramount Caterers 
Fee $250 
Directors Main Office 
RABBI JACOB B. GROSSMAN 601 WEST 183rd STREET NEW YORK CITY 
MRS. PAULINE C. GROSSMAN WAshington Heights 7-3780-1 
- 1290 LAFAYETTE AVE., BRONX WEINSTOCK and ZISKIN, Hosts 
rds DAyton 9-3446 
re- 
| || coursowan || The White H 
: Condacted by e ite ouse 
ok BUREAU OF JEWISH EDUCATION B. UNGAR, Prop. ACCORD, ULSTER CO.., N. Y. 
New York City ' P.O. Box 66 Tel. Kerhonkson 28-M or 26-F-4 
$165 Season - $90 Half Season 
Boys and Girls -17 The place for those craving fun, rest, excitement. Everything can 
Two hours from city; six miles from Port be had here. Excellent food. Hungarian Cuisine. Write for Booklet. 
Jervis. Non-commercial camps. Jewish 
Cultural Program, Dietary Laws Observed, RATES $16.00 A WEEK 
Mature Supervision. Beautiful Grounds, 
i All Sports, Gardening. 








Apply 
oa 71 West 47th Street, New York City 


BRyant 39-0850 The only modern Jewish razor blade factory in 
Palestine presents for your shaving PLEASURE the 


OKAVA 
Pioneer Youth Camp} ‘>ovm= suanenep” = be wow: stapes 


Rifton, N. Y. Walter Ludwig. Director 
17th SUMMER, PROGRESSIVE CAMPING 
*Boys-Girls, 6-14 Years Small Age Groups 
Activity Program Adapted to the Special 
Needs of 6 and 9 Year Olds 


All Camp Sports, Painting, Clay Modeling, 

Woodwork, Dramatics, Folk Dancing, Music. 

Creative use of historic Hudson Valley region. 
Mature division heads and counsellors. 


Non-Sectarian Non-Profit-Making 
Nine-Week Season, $150 
Few scholarship rates available on application 
Address: Mrs. Frima Frumes, Camp Registrar 
PIONEER YOUTH OF AMERICA, INc. 

























































219 'W. 29th St., N. Y. C. PE. 6-3054 
“Work Camp for 15 to 17 Year Boys & Girls 
— Special Rates A Package of 5 Blades 25c 
sia ADVERTISING OFFER: 
, 6 Packages with a money back guarantee $1 
EST Also JERUSALEM BLADES, Package of 5 Blades l5c 
MAIL YOUR ORDER NOW 
The Sprin Reunion Dance of G. Sidorov, OKAVA, Mail Order Dept. $= JF 
Pp 8 32 Union Square, N. Y. ai 
Cooks Falls Lodge, Cooks Falls, Dela~ “Loa stor ‘ , 
: Pp ges 0 
ware County, N. : will be held ee ee Okava Blades Jerusal Blades 
Saturday Evening, June 15th, at 9 Name 
P. M., at the Hotel Belmons-Plaza’s Add City and State___. 
Casino-in-the-Air. 
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Gandhi and Lewis Mumford Praise JEWISH FRONTIER 


INTRODUCTORY OFFER 
— FOR $1.00 — 


“I have often meant to congratulate you on the 
intellectual keenness and the moral probity of the 
Jewish Frontier; it is the one magazine of its kind 
that I can bear to read in these times, that I can 
open without the probability of being confronted 
with sophistry, confusion, timidity, defeatism, and 
moral indifference. But since reading your article 
on Psychoanalysis and Moral Pessimism, I should 
like an addition to single out that truly perspicuous 
essay, and to tell you how grateful I am for that 
understanding analysis. I only wish that a paper 
of the calibre of the Jewish Frontier, had a more 
general circulation—or that something of your 
spirit would by some miracle take possession of 
the liberal weeklies.” LEWIS MUMFORD 

in a letter to Hayim Greenberg 
Editor JEWISH PRONTIER City 


JEWISH FRONTIER 


275 SEVENTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK CITY 


“Are you sending copies of the 
JEWISH FRONTIER to Mahatma 
Gandhi? Gandhi himself asked for 
them. 


I enclose $1 for your trial offer 
of 8 months. 


Letter from 
BOMBAY, INDIA 


Name 





Address 
































“My! How Handy!” 


“A pump right in the kitchen! What’ll they think of 


next? You’re a lucky woman, Josephine.” 


UCKY? Yes—compared with 
toting heavy pails of water 
from an outside well. But if 
Josephine was lucky, what about 
her granddaughter of today, with 
her modern electrified kitchen? 


With electric lights, Josephine’s 
granddaughter doesn’t have to fill 
and clean lamps. With her electric 
refrigerator, she doesn’t have to 
keep the butter in the cellar in 
summer, or worry about the milk. 
Her electric cleaner makes it un- 
Mecessary to tear up the carpets 
every spring and lug them out and 
beat them. With her electric range, 
she doesn’t have to cook over a hot 
stove. And the furnace keeps the 
house at the right temperature 
without her going near the cellar. 


Even if electricity’s contribu- 
tions to better living had stopped 
here, we'd still recognize it as one 
of the greatest benefits of our 
century. But electricity goes much 
further. In every branch of industry 
it helps to make manufactured 
articles available at such low prices 
and in such quantity and variety 
that more millions of people can 
enjoy them. 


For more than 60 years General 
Electric scientists, engineers, and 
workmen have been making elec- 
tricity more useful—creating for all 
of us hundreds of comforts un- 
known to any former generation. 
Their continued efforts today are 
producing still More Goods for 
More People at Less Cost. 


G-E research and engineering have saved the public from ten to one hundred 
dollars for every dollar they have earned for General Electric 


GENERAL @ ELECTRIC 


962-1D 


BEAUTIFULLY 
(LLUSTRATED 


164 PAGE 


y This beautifully illustrated guide 


saves time and insures satisfaction 
in selecting a vacation spot. Full- 
est information on character of 
country, sports available, places 
of interest. Accurate descriptions 
of hotels, boarding houses, camps; 
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rates, distances, etc. Mail coupon 
or call for copy at: 


NEW YORK 


Cp WEST 42nd STREET FERRY 


NEW YORK, ONTARIO 


| & WESTERN RAILWAY 


som my FREDERIC E. LYFORD, TRUSTEE cx cor ox 


| VACATION GUIDE! 


Complete Infarmation on 


SULLIVAN, ULSTER, DELAWARE 


COUNTIES, NEW YORK 


E 17 JOHN ST. © CORTLAND ST. FERRY : 
a\ vv) 330 W. 42nd ST., ROOM 1412 & 


155 PIERREPONT STREET # 
& WEEHAWKEN INFORMATION BUREAU : 


g A. E, TOMPKINS, General Passenger Agent : 
g N.Y. 0. & W. RAILWAY (DEPT. yp. 


1) 
33@ WEST 42nd ST., ROOM 1412, Ww. ¥. cf 


g Please send me a copy of your 19408 
Vacation’ Guide. Enclosed find 5c in 
Ps postage to cover cost of delivery. 


Ce waisidiewewew rj 




















